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1051—The Total Valuc of Southern Crops 

Question—What is the total value of all crops raised 
in the Southern States for the year 1917 ?—C. 

The estimated total value of all crops 
raised in the Southern States in the year 
1917, is put at $5,710,732,000, that is pushing 
on toward half as much as was raised in all 
the other parts of the United States. 


1052—The Meaning of the Word Blaspheme 

Question—Please give me the origin and meaning 
of the word blaspheme. By whom and to whom was 
the word first spoken and why ?—J. D. S. 

The word blaspheme literally means to 
pierce, to sting, impious, or irreverent 
speech toward God, showing no regard for 
the divine being, but rather the contrary. 
To blaspheme then is to show contempt for 
the deity. Its first use, I think, was in Lev. 
24:11, where the Israelitish woman’s son 
blasphemed the name of the Lord. The 
reason he did seems to have been bad feel- 
ing between himself and an Egyptian. In 
the effort to overcome his enemy, he got 
mad and cursed and made some stinging re- 
mark concerning the Lord, and so it was 
said that he blasplemed. 


1053—What Would You Say to Such a Boy? 


Question—What would you say to a boy, seventeen 
years old, who wishes to smoke cigars, when he tells 
you that many of the leading members (men) of the 
church are smokers? 


I should say that is true, but that does 
not make it right. There are a good many 
men in the Church whose example is far 
from safe to follow. If a boy could under- 
stand that every whif of smoke he draws 
into his lungs is depositing a slow poison 
into his blood, which in later years will show 
its presence there by weakness for the body 
and for the moral nature as well, he would 
see your wisdom in urging him not to smoke. 
When I was a boy of that age, I indulged 
in chewing tobacco, which is far less injuri- 
ous to the body than the use of the cigar 
and cigarette, and to my sorrow, I know I 
have never overcome the evil effects—I have 
been handicapped with physical weakness 
all my manhood days, due, as I fully be- 
lieve, to the use of tobacco. Tell this sev- 
enteen-year-old boy for me that if he wants 
to be a strong and vigorous man, the thing 
for him to do is to let tobacco in all of its 
forms alone—that is safe, but its use is al- 
ways fraught with danger, serious danger, 
to body, mind, and soul. Tell him for me 
never to touch it in any way, as using it. 





1054—Why Did Jesus Enjoin Secrecy? 


Question—Why did Jesus, when He healed people, 
instruct them to say nothing, or not to tell that He 
was the Christ, since they could not take Him till He 
was ready ?—B. 


You are mistaken. He did not always 
tell them to keep it a secret, and when He 
did, He told them not to tell it till He was 
risen from the dead. But why not till He 
was risen from the dead? You remember 
Jesus had just been transfigured, but of 
the twelve disciples only three had wit- 
nessed His transfiguration. Now if these 


three should tell of the wonders they had 
seen, it would possibly have a depressing 
effect on the nine who did not see it, and 
in their depression, it might have weakened 
their faith in what they had seen Him do. 
At any rate, He wished them not to tell it 
until He was risen from the dead. Doubt- 
less He knew that thatevent would so 
overshadow their unbelief as to lift them 
out of unbelief and establish them perma- 
nently in an unshakable faith. The reason 
He made this request in some instances, and 
not in others, must have been for the good 
of His disciples in some way. If not as 
suggested above, then we shall have to wait 
till He reveals to us His larger purposes 
in the secrecy. No doubt He had a wise 
reason, although we may not comprehend it. 





1055—Jeptha’s Daughter’s Fate Again 


Question—What was the fate of Jeptha’s daugh- 
ter, as indicated in Judges 11: 39?--W. H. 


In order to answer your question we 
shall have to get Jeptha’s vow definitely 
before us in an intelligent way. In Judges 
11:31, we shall find Jeptha’s vow, which 
he made to the Lord if the children of Am- 
mon should be delivered into his hands. That 
vow declared (see verse 31) that “whatso- 
ever cometh forth of the doors of my house 
to meet me, when I return in peace from the 
children of Ammon, shall surely be the 
Lord’s, and I will offer it up for a burnt 
offering.” That is the vow, and looking at 
it from the words, as given there, it does 
seem that Jeptha’s daughter, as she was the 
first to come out to meet her father (see 
verse 34) on his return, was to be sacrificed 
as a burnt offering. The trouble arises in 
a little word of three letters. The very best 
authorities in all Bible translation, so far 
as I am informed, say that in the last part 
of his vow, as given in verse 31, where he 
said: “And I shall offer it up for a burnt 
offering,” the little word and in that 
sentence should have been translated or, 
and then the vow would close this way: “or 
I will offer it up for a burnt offering.” If 
the vow were translated as it was originally 
written in the Hebrew, it would read: “That 
whatsoever cometh forth of the doors of 
my house to meet me, when I return in 
peace from the children of Ammon, shall 
surely be the Lord’s, or I will offer it up 
for a burnt offering.” Thus translated, 
there is no barbarity in the vow. Two 
things are declared in the vow: One is, 
“Whatsoever cometh forth of the doors of 
my house to meet me, when I return in 
peace from the children of Ammon, shall 
surely be the Lord’s, or I will offer it up 
for a burnt offering.” That vow left him 
free if one of his family should be the 
first to come out to meet him, he would 
dedicate that one to the Lord, or if an ani- 
al should be the first to come out to meet 
him, he would offer it as a burnt offering. 
That vow did not obligate him to burn his 
daughter, but simply to dedicate her to the 
Lord, which he did, and so there is no 
barbarity in the act at all—it is just what 
many of us ought to do nowadays—dedicate 


If instead of a 
daughter, or some other member of his 
family, coming out to meet him, an animal 
had been the first to meet him, then he 
would have offered the animal as a burnt 
offering, which was a common thing in those 


our family to the Lord. 


days. All Jeptha did with his daughter was 
to dedicate her life to the Lord. In verse 
39, it is said that at the end of two months, 
spent on the mountains, bewailing her vir- 
ginity, she returned unto her father and he 
did with her according to his vows. What 
was his vow? That he would dedicate her 
to the Lord—that is all there is in it as to 
cruelty to his child. Let more of us do as 
Jeptha did, viz.: give our children to the 
Lord. .That is what we ought to do any 
way. 





1056—Is Farming the Principal Southern In- 
dustry? 


: ———-™ agriculture the principal southern in- 
austry .—tU. 

It is one of the principal sources of the 
wealth of the South, but by no means the 
only one. We are told that there are un- 
paralleled activities in the South in iron, 
steel, and coal. It is so claimed that ship- 
building has developed in almost every 
southern port from Baltimore to Port Aran- 
sus, Texas. It is said now that the South 
is fairly rolling in wealth. To give an ade- 
quate idea of the growing wealth of the 
South, the following comparison has been 
made: The farm products of Kansas were 
valued at $142,000,000 less than those of 
Georgia and at $18,000,000 less than those 
of North Carolina. Those of Nebraska, a 
State noted for its agricultural wealth, fell 
$20,000,000 behind Georgia, while the big 
State of Minnesota came out $62,000,000 
less than Georgia. Again, Wisconsin fell 
$22,000,000 less than South Carolina and 
$50,000,000 less than North Carolina, and 
$175,000,000 less than Georgia, while New 
York, Pennsylvania, Indiana, Michigan, Cal- 
ifornia are all great agricultural States, but 
they all fell short of Georgia. We may com- 
pare some of these States with themselves, 
and that will show the wonderful progress 
they are making. For instance, North 
Carolina made an increase in 1917, over 
1916, of $145,000,000 and of $275,000,000 
over what it was in 1906. In South Caro- 
lina the increase was $190,000,000 over the 
crop of 1916 and of $247,000,000 over what 
the crop was worth in 1909, and South 
Carolina had 9,000,000 less acres to culti- 
vate. Virginia, which raises practically no 
cotton and so cannot share in the rise in 
prices for cotton, jumped from $100,531,000 
in 1909 to $344,159,000 in 1917. Then 
Kentucky and Louisiana each had a gain of 
$236,000,000 in 1917 over what they made 
in 1909; while Arkansas gained $240,000,- 
000; Tennessee, $170,000,000; Alabama, 
147,000,000; Florida, $68,000,000; and 
Georgia, always foremost in agriculture, 
among the States of the Union, showed the 
wonderful increase of $316,000,000. These 
facts are telling a wonderful story of that 
part of our country which has been so long 
regarded as in the backwoods. 





J. Pressley Barrett, Editor 
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A DARING AND DANGEROUS ENEMY 


speaking, are facing one of the 

greatest enemies of human society, 
and yet seem unaware of the fact. We are 
thinking of the German Government as our 
enemy, and we regard it as indeed an enemy 
to the best interests of this country, and 
may be of all Christendom, but that is not 
the enemy we wish to warn the people 
against, although that needs to be done, too. 


N GREAT many good people, humanly 


If we permit a curse to live in our midst 
which shall curse the life of the young men 
of America and reduce them to moral and 
physical weaklings, then that curse will do 
us more harm than the German Government 
can do us, for if the young manhood of our 
country shall be reduced to moral and phys- 
ical weaklings, then we cannot hope to stand 
successfully before any government of the 
world as an enemy. No doubt we shall be 
told that there is no danger of such a 
calamity befalling us, but that is a mistake, 
there is such an enemy now abroad in our 
land and already it has laid its hands on 
thousands of our young men till they are no 
more physically able to stand up and fight 
for their country. 


If proof is demanded, we shall send you 
to the Draft Boards of New York, and we 
could send you to many others. But in New 
York, last summer, when that great State 
was making up its quoto of troops for the 
expeditionary army for the war in Europe, 
fifty per cent. of the men examined, we 
were told, were unfit for service, and of 
course had to be left at home because of 
physical weakness. What was the cause of 
that physical weakness? It was not con- 
sumption. No, a thousand times, No. It 
was the use of tobacco and especially of 
cigarettes. The nicotine in the tobacco and 
other poisons injected by manufacturers to 
create an appetite for the cigarettes, had 
made these men unfit for service. Now if 
it be true that in the great State of New 
York one-half of their young men, for they 
did not call for men under twenty-one nor 
above thirty-one, had been rendered unfit 
for military service by this tobacco poison, 
we ask: How long will it be with this to- 
bacco enemy going at large in our country 
before we shall have almost no men fit for 
such service? 


A good many men, and women, too, de- 
clare that there is no danger in this direc- 
tion. They say not enough of our young 
men are addicted to the use of tobacco to 
make it dangerous. Do you not think it is 
already dangerous in the State of New 
York, where it has disqualified almost half 
of the men of that State—we mean those 
of military age? If so, may there not be, 
yea, is it not already true that other States 
are in a like condition? But the serious part 
of this matter is that the evil is gaining 
so rapidly. Last September, we met a vil- 
lage merchant in Nansemond County, Vir- 
ginia, and in discussing this very danger; he 
told us that a few years ago three thousand 
cigarettes would serve the men of his com- 


munity for three months, but now he has to 
order, if we mistake not, three hundred 
thousand to serve the same community for 
the same length of time. What an awful in- 
crease! If the growth of the appetite for 
cigarettes in that community is a pointer to 
what is going on all over the country, then 
we may well fear for the future of the 
physical and moral manhood of our coun- 
try. 

That such a growth of the appetite is go- 
ing on all over the country seems to be prov- 
en by the reports of the United States Gov- 
ernment, as the figures from 1902 to 1917 
seem to show most conclusively. Since 1902 
the Government has collected revenue as 
follows: 


Wi Pele oelescc cues $ 2,971,360,447. 
Hi Rs cee eo ccee ye 8,673,727,411. 
RO ERO pie, sla. diwied x 8,663,709,484. 
Bi Reis ia bas nates 14,294,895,471. 
Oe REE Fs cae cin ks 17,939,234,208. 
i eee cr 25,231,960,834. 
BP See acs cat esce% 30,529,193,538. 


There are the facts. From $2,971,360,447 
in 1902, the sale of cigarettes has gone in 
the short space of fifteen years up to $30,- 
529,193,538. No wonder that half of the 
men of military age in New York were last 
year unfit for military service. Indeed, it 
is time to raise a cry for reform in this mat- 
ter of using tobacco. We sound the alarm 
—we call upon our people to array them- 
selves against the tobacco evil, or it will be 
the ruin of the manhood of our fair land. 
There is a danger, a great and daring dan- 
ger. 


GOOD NEWS FROM OUR ORPHANAGE 

We are making a campaign to raise 
$2,000 for an Easter offering this year. 
When we took charge of the Christian Orph- 
anage more than a year ago, it was in debt 
$6,000, secured by deed in trust, besides 
several hundred dollars in outstanding bills. 
We have succeeded in paying all outstand- 
ing bills and $2,000 on the deed in trust, 
and now we have $1,000 in the bank to pay 
on the deed in trust soon and also some 
running capital. We want to pay our ex- 
penses this year and lay aside enough to 
pay the other $3,000 next January. To do 
that and meet our current expenses, we 
must raise $11,000 this year, and that is 
just what we are undertaking to do and we 
wish every one to help us in this tremendous 
undertaking, for the debt on the Orphanage 
must be paid and at the same time we must 
feed the little tots and clothe them. Of 
course, I have to look to our people east and 
west, north and south, to do it. When I 
took charge of the Orphanage, a.little over 
a year ago, I found a debt as stated above. 
I am trying to pay the entire debt by tne 
end of my second year, and at the same time 
take care of these dear little fatherless and 
motherless children, and I wish our people 
to help me do it. We now have fifty little 
children to clothe and feed and edu- 
eate. If you cannot take the Easter 
offering on Easter Sunday, then take 


it one Sunday in April and so help 
us out in this good work.—Charles D. 
Johnson, Superintendent, Elon College, 
N. C. 

When Brother Johnston took charge of 
the Orphanage, we were told that he was a 
man of fine business qualifications, and now 
he proves it. If he had not business quali- 
fications, he could never have paid that debt 
off so rapidly. It shows that the people 
have confidence in him and as a result they 
are trusting his management fully. We 
have personally known Brother Johnston 
for many years. We know that when he 
was an officer of Alamance County, he gave 
liberally to the Orphanage, not expecting 
ever to have its management, but when he 
saw the institution was dragging and going 
in debt, he could not resist the appeal to 
take charge and save the institution, and he 
is doing it, as the facts above show, and he 
is doing it in a fine businesslike shape. Let 
us help him—do it by sending an offering 
—a thousand of our church and Sunday- 
schools can send him an offering and won- 
derfully help him in this good work. 


THE SIGNIFICANCE OF PRESENT DAY 
EVENTS 

There is great and intense interest to-day 
in the drift of human government. The 
world war is changing the map of the 
world, and as yet no man can tell what will 
come next, or what the end of this up- 
heaval in human affairs will be. Students 
of prophecy are alert to get an insight into 
what is coming, but the hour of the revela- 
tion of that situation is not yet. Watch- 
word and Truth presents in its March issue 
a sort of kaleidoscope of what it sees as al- 
ready taking place and likely to take place 
in the not distant future, as follows: 

We have previously shown how, to all in- 
tents and purposes, three of the final “ten 
kingdoms” have been formed since the war 
began. These are Syria, bounded by Asia 
Minor and the Persian Gulf; Egypt and 
Turkey in the territory around Constanti- 
nople. These divisions, together with 
Greece, constitute the four nationalities in 
which the Alexandrian Empire was divided 
after his death. Now comes the startling 
news that Austria, Turkey, and Bulgaria 
are about to break with Germany. That 
would open the door for Germany to control 
Russia and to acquire that part of Austria . 
that is outside the bounds of the old Roman 
Empire. Besserabia being already given 
up by Russia, the way would be clear, after 
Germany shall have invaded Switzerland, 
for the formation of the Ten Kingdoms. 
Then would come “The United States of 
Europe, Asia, and Africa’”—then the Anti- 
christ, then the tribulation, then the Advent. 
* * * Things will move with great rapidity 
when the Ten Kingdoms appear. 

We may not be sure of these movements 
till they are accomplished, but it is all right 
to study present world situations in an hon- 
est effort to catch the first glimpses of the 
coming dawn of His appearance! 


*** Rev. W. G. Kershner, Muncie, Ind., 
was a visitor in Dayton last week for a day 
or two. 
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THE UNION OF CHRISTIAN FORCES 


We should welcome a discussion of Chris- 
tian union, if conducted in the right spirit, 
and with clear thinking. The necessity for 
union has never been more apparent, nor 
the demand for it on the part of Christian 
leaders of thought more urgent. Very few, 
indeed, have the hardihood to oppose the 
idea of organic union, although some have 
little faith in its possibility. 


Two causes have contributed to an accel- 
eration of the movement for union. The 
one is the need of the mission field. The na- 
tive convert is utterly confused by the 
multiplicity of Christian creeds and faiths 
whenever he is confronted by them. And it 
has dawned upon the mission workers that 
to win the non-Christian world for Christ 
demands a united Church. Hence comes an 
increasing number of conferences, councils, 
and cooperative movements, with an ever- 
strengthening insistence that the authori- 
ties at home untie the hands of the mission- 
aries, that they may the more readily and 
unitedly perform their tasks. 


But to this has been added the conviction 
that the tremendous burdens imposed upon 
the Church by the present awful condition 
of the world, cannot be borne without unity. 
How can a divided Church help to unite a 
divided world? How can the Church give 
herself to the great work of world recon- 
struction when she is wasting her energies 
in needless competition, or while she is hin- 
dered by divided counsels? 

The “Christians” began their existence 
with a plea for the union of all the follow- 
ers of Christ. To promote it, they divested 
themselves of everything that they conceiv- 
ed would cause division. Church govern- 
ments were divisive; hence they would 
recognize no head of the Church save Christ. 
Sectarian names were divisive, hence they 
discarded them. Creeds divided, hence they 
would leave every man free with the Book 
of God, to read and interpret it as best he 
could. Doctrinal tests for church member- 
ship divided; hence Christian character 
should be the only test for fellowship. It 
was fondly hoped that the Christians of 
every denomination would flock to this new 
standard, and the Church be restored to its 
primitive unity. 

But sectarianism was too strongly in- 
trenched, and the new movement lacked the 
elements of efficiency. A union cannot be 
built on negations. To weld the divided 
Church into a real unity needed something 
more positive than the movement could 
furnish. At first its evangelical fervor 
seemed to supply the needed force. But 
this cannot be kept always at white 
heat; there will be times of reaction 
and depression. And then, without in 
the least intending it, but simply because 
the results of the movement ‘must be con- 
served, and its adherents made effective for 
the tasks of the Kingdom, the movement be- 
came organized, and a new denomination 
took its place among a company of denomi- 
nations already too large. 

Disappointed in the realization of a union 
of all the followers of Christ, the Chris- 
tians turned to one union project after an- 
other, in the hope that what could not be 


achieved at one stroke might be attained 
gradually. At least six times attempts have 
been made at cooperation or union; with 
the Disciples, under the leadership of Bar- 
ton W. Stone, with the Unitarians at Mead- 
ville and Antioch, with the Churches of 
Christ in Christian Union, with the Free 
Baptists, with the Congregationalists, and 
with the proposed union of Congregational- 
ists, United Brethren and Protestant Meth- 
odists. Fortunately, all these failed; and 
an attempt to begin the round again will 
probably fail likewise. 

I say, fortunately, and for that word a 
reason should be given. It is this: The 
divided state of Christendom rests upon the 
idea of denominationalism. The Christian 
movement was a protest against denomina- 
tionalism, or, as the fathers called it, “Sec- 
tarianism.” To have united with any de- 
nomination, would have been to abandon our 
protest. We are now a denomination against 
our will. To combine with another would be 
to accept the situation, and at the same time 
strengthen the denominational idea. As it 
is, we have borne our witness, and have been 
kept true to our mission. 

It must be admitted that our testimony 
has not been as effective as we could have 
wished. Our various disappointments have 
often resulted in silencing our plea for 
union. Yet it may be that we have had 
more influence than we can ever know. Be 
that as it may, the time has come for us 
to raise our voices with a new confidence, 
and plead for a real union of all the fol- 
lowers of Christ. 

But we must not permit ourselves to be- 
come confused, or diverted from the path to 
true union. The way for us is marked by 
the movement towards federation. The fed- 
eration of Christians in interdenomination- 
al movements and enterprises led the way; 
the federation of denominations in the Fed- 
eral Council of the Churches of Christ in 
America, and in State federations, is the 
latest development; the federation of local 
churches, with the full sanction and coop- 
eration of the denominational authorities is 
rapidly coming. 

It is sometimes said that federation is 
based upon denominationalism. This is 4 
mistake. Federation is based upon denomi- 
nations, because there is no other way to 
reach the people who are thus grouped. But 
federation is an indictment of denomina- 
tionalism; and the effect of real and prac- 
tical federation is to undermine denomina- 
tionalism and make the continuation of de- 
nominations as dividing forces impossible. 

“Denominationalism is dead,” declares 
Principal Ritchie in a recent number of 
The Christian Work. He speaks for the 
situation in England, and it may be some 
time before it is true in America. But to 
that state we must come, if we are to realize 
the union for which we ought to pray. De- 
nominations will continue, not as opposing 
groups, but as parts of the whole, devoting 
their energies not so much to expansion, as 
to strengthening and energizing the local 
churches which compose them. The stress 
must now be upon cooperation, not of one 
denomination with another with a view to 
ultimate union with it, thus strengthening 
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the denominational idea, but of each denomi- 
nation with all the others, with the union 
of all as its goal. 
OLIVER W. POWERS. 
Dayton, Ohio, March 15, 1918. 


A WOMAN’S IDEA OF UNION 


I have been reading THE HERALD and got 
so worked up that I have to say something 
to some person, so it may as well be you. 

First of all, if the. preachers and the 
brothers and sisters had gone through what 
I have in Iowa, Kansas, Missouri, and now 
in Denver—standing -for the Christian 
Church against the claims of the Disciples, 
it would not take them long to decide what 
to do in the matter of union. Our Disciple 
brethren are much like the Germans. They 
promise but fail to fulfil. If we give them 
a chance, they may do just as they did with 
Barton W. Stone when he and Campbell 
undertook to get together at Jacksonville, 
Ill. I lived in Springfield, Ill. Campbell 
agreed to lay aside some of his doctrines, 
but he did not do it. Then Brother Stone 
withdrew from him and came back to the 
Christian Church and died in its fellowship. 
Am I not right? 

When I moved to Salina, I went to the 
prayer-meeting at the Disciple church. 
There were only a few present and the 
were dead (spiritually). I got up, as I al- 
ways do, and gave in my testimony; thc. 
they called on me to pray and I did that. 
After the meeting some of the old members 
shook hands with me and asked me to come 
back. They said I had put new life into 
them. They went to the leader of the meet- 
ing and wanted him to come up and be in- 
troduced to me, but he said, “No, sir; I 
don’t want anything to do with her. She 
belongs to that old New Light Church.” I 
didn’t go back any more. Did I do right? 
They broke up our meeting in Missouri, so 
when I came to Denver (they have four or 
five churches here), I thought maybe they 
would be different, but they were not. One 
of the members called on me. She had 
heard that I belonged to the Christian 
Church. I said, “Yes, but yours is not the 
Christian Church, it is the Disciple Church.” 
She said, “We are not Campbellites. Camp- 
bell has nothing to do with us. Barton W. 
Stone was one of our founders.” Then I 
said: “My sister, you are mistaken. Our 
first church was organized in 1792, but the 
founder of your church was Alexander 
Campbell. He came from the Baptist 
Church twenty years or more after our 
first church was organized. He preached 
his first sermon in my father-in-law’s house 
in Kentucky.” To our committee at Nor- 
folk let me say, “Study the case carefully 
before you take a step.” 

Brother Barrett, you are right in the 
stand you have taken. It is true I am eighty- 
seven years old, and may be counted a 
back number, but I love the Christian 
Church and the principles it stands for. I 
am not so old but that I can still stand for 
them. God bless you workers and give you 
wisdom to guide the old Christian ship 
through all criticism and trouble till you 
land all its passengers safely over the great 
divide, is my prayer. 

Mrs. M. E. LAMB. 

Denver, Colo., 15 S. Pennsylvania Ave. 
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*** Rev. R. H. Gott is in a series of meet- 
ings at New Bethel church, near Monon, 
Indiana, in the Northwestern Indiana Con- 
ference. 


*** We have a letter of field news from 
Madisonville, Pa., but the name of the writer 
is not given, so we cannot use the letter. 
Send name and the matter will appear. 


*** Tf any brother has a copy of Butler 
and Dunn’s Systematic Theology, which he 
would be willing to sell at a reasonable 
price, he may find a purchaser by address- 
ing Rev. Lewis A. Duvall, Akersville, Pa. 


*** Rev. D. A. and Mrs. Long are in 
Tampa, Florida, at 910 S. Newport Ave. 
Mrs. Long is not well, being under the care 
of a doctor. Their many friends wish for 
her a speedy and complete restoration to 
health. 


*** At this time there is in progress a 
series of meetings in the city of Dayton in 
which it is said sixty churches are cooper- 
ating. We ought to have blessed results in 
such united effort on the part of the differ- 
ent denominations, working together. 


*** Our beloved brother, Rev. A. H. Ben- 
nett, is pressing on to victory in his work 
as State Evangelist in Illinois. It is in- 
spiring to the rest of us to see how steadily 
he keeps to his great work. May the Fath- 
er’s blessings crown his life and his labors 
with a great harvest. 


*** After the death of Rev. E. Mudge, 
D. D., one of his granddaughters is quoted 
as having said: ‘Whatever might be said 
of others, of grandpa there can be no doubt 
of his fitness for the future life.” That is 
a beautiful tribute to the life the child had 
seen in her grandfather. 


*** The Southern Christian Convention 
will meet with the Christian church in 
Franklin, Va., on April 30. A large gath- 
ering for that body and an interesting occa- 
sion may be expected. Rev. C. H. Rowland, 
D. D., is pastor. We predict splendid en- 
tertainment—we do it on our own personal 
knowledge of the Franklin church. 


*** The Eastern Indiana Quarterly Con- 
ference will meet with Union Christian 
church, one and one-half miles south and 
two and one-half miles east of Bryant, 
where delegates and ministers will be met. 
Bryant is located north of Portland, on the 
G. R. and I. Railroad. Conference begins 
Tuesday evening, March 26, and holds over 
March 28.—B. A. Kaufman, Secretary. 


*** Rev. E. D. Simmons, late of Russia- 
ville, Indiana, one of the oldest ministers 
of the Western Indiana Christian Confer- 
ence, has been called to his reward. He 
died on Friday evening, March 15, 1918. 
Funeral services were conducted in his old 
home in Fountain County, in the early part 
of this week, by Rev. R. H. Gott, who will 
furnish a suitable sketch of his life and 
labors, officiating. 
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*** T am sending you what I will call, 
for the lack of a better name, a short poem. 
I repeated it to my boy and he seemed to 
think it is not much, but I think as he gets 
older and learns more, he will find in these 
lines a truth which I think many have yet 
to learn. The highest authority that many 
seem to know anything of is just the result 
of that human wisdom which is foolishness 
with God. Turn to page 7 and see if 
you can find what the boy missed. 


*** Monday morning, March 18, we re- 
ceived the following telegram, which will 
bring sadness to many hearts: “Merom, 
Ind., March 18.—Mrs. G. R. Hammond died 
at Merom, Sunday, March 17.—C. B. 
HERSHEY.” To Dr. Hammond and his loved 
ones and friends: we extend sympathy on 
behalf of our brotherhood. Fuller notice 
will be prepared later. God bless these 
grief-stricken ones and keep them in the 
peace of God. 


*** We deny the editor his usual space 
this week in order to give Dr. Powers and 
Mrs. Lamb a hearing on the question which 
is to come before the Norfolk meeting early 
in April. Through a failure to reach us in 
time, the editorial page was the only space 
we could give to these in this issue. We 
hope you will read what the brethren and 
sisters are saying this week on union with 
the Disciples on pages 10 and 11 and then 
turn to page 4 and read what Dr. Powers 
and Mrs. Lamb have to say. 


*** Tf the Christian Church should unite 
with a sectarian body on principles accept- 
able to that body, what should we gain for 
our liftime purpose—the union of the people 
of God? Let us be careful not to undo what 
it has taken the Church more than a hun- 
dred years to do. We are now perhaps in 
the most critical period of our history— 
when we have the possible opportunity to do 
most for the true union of all of the people 
of God. We must not, we will not, sacrifice 
all of our past service. 


*** On Tuesday afternoon, March 12, 
just after THE HERALD had gone to press, 
the following telegram was received, but too 
late to appear in our last issue: “Joint 
Convention of Northwestern Indiana Con- 
ference convenes with Crooked Creek 
church, March 19. Pennsylvania train 
leaves Logansport at 4: 15 p. m., for Crook- 
ed Creek Stop. Delegates met.—N. Mc- 
Clain.” We regret the message came too 
late to be inserted in last issue. Of course, 
its publication is useless now, except as an 
explanation. 


*** A correspondent of a Virginia paper 
(a denominational paper, at that) speaks 
of Virginia as a Christian State in a Chris- 
tian nation. We are glad to hear such good 
things of old Virginia. If it has become a 
Christian State it certainly ought to have 
first place in a Christian nation. We wish 
we had more of them, provided they do 
measure up to the name given them. We 


have seen a good many States in which 
there were a great many fine Christian peo- 
ple, but we are really not sure that we have 
seen any State that is truly Christian. God 
bless old Virginia and may she become all 
the name implies. 


*** We are pained to announce that on 
Saturday morning, March 9, Rev. Florin L. 
Hawks, of Albion, Indiana, was killed by a 
train of cars catching his automobile at the 
crossing at Albion. He was only in his 
twenty-fifth year, and leaves a stricken wife 
and a loving little son, J. C., eight months 
old. Funeral services conducted by Rev. R. 
W. Page at the Merriam church, March 11. 
In behalf of his loved ones and his confer- 
ence, THE HERALD extends a brother’s sym- 
pathy. These railroad crossings are so 
dangerous to human life. Death lurks 
where most unexpected. “Be ye also ready, 
for in such an hour as ye think not the Son 
of man may come.” 


*** Just before we go to press the follow- 
ing note comes from our dear brother, Rev. 
Myron Tyler, Blackshear, Ga.: “THE HER- 
ALD has recently lost one of its oldest friends 
and readers. Lavina (Barber) Tyler, old- 
est daughter of Elder Hallett Barber, and 
a sister of Rev. Emerson Barber, passed to 
her reward at the advanced age of ninety- 
eight years. She united with the Christian 
Church when a young girl, and lived a life 
of practical service. She was always a true 
friend to the poor and unfortunate. Mother 
Tyler spent the last years with her son, 
Myron, at Blackshear, Georgia, where her 
remains were laid to rest March 1, 1918.— 
Myron Tyler, Blackshear, Ga.” This note 
will awaken in the hearts and minds of 
many of our older people real sympathy for 
Brother Tyler and the loved ones because 
the aged and beloved mother is no more of 
earth. God bless and comfort these sorrow- 
ing ones. How rapidly are the dear ones of 
earth passing away! 


*** We regret to hear of the death of 
our beloved brother, Rev. S. S. Newhouse, 
D. D., which sad event occurred at his home 
at Defiance College, Defiance, Ohio, on Sat- 
urday night, March 16—as a result of an 
attack of apoplexy, a few days earlier in 
the week. The funeral services will be held 
in the Christian church at Piqua, Ohio, on 
Wednesday, March 20, conducted by Dr. J. 
F. Burnett, assisted by others. Dr. New- 
house was professor of Biblical Literature 
in The Christian Divinity School of Defiance 
College. Dr. Newhouse has long been well 
and favorably known to our brotherhood, 
having been prominent and active in the 
councils and work of the Christian Church. 
His was an exemplary life—clean and dig- 
nified and beautiful and devoted. Some one 
who knew him well will prepare a suitable 
sketch of his life and labors. The sincere 
sympathy of our brotherhood will go to Sis- 
ter Newhouse and the family. May the Lord 
comfort them and bless His memory to the 
good of the cause to which Dr. Newhouse 
dedicated his life. 
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Some Characteristic Differences Between Israel and the Church 


(Concluded from last week) 
III. THE MODE OF OBTAINING THE IN- 


HERITANCE—WITH AND WITHOUT THE 
SWorp. 


Israel was commanded to take possession 
of the land with the sword and to extermin- 
ate the nations inhabiting it, while the 
Church is commanded to withhold the 
sword; yet both are expressions of God’s 
love and mercy. Hence we must distinguish 
between the two dispensations if we are to 
adjust the seemingly conflicting statements 
of the Old and New Testaments. 

Since Israel was to obtain her inheritance 
by the sword we need not be surprised to 
find in Deut. 7:1, 2, these words, “When 
the Lord thy God shall bring thee into the 
land whither thou goest to possess it, and 
hath cast out many nations before thee: 
the Hittites, and Girgashites . . . and when 
the Lord thy God shall deliver them before 
thee; thou shalt smite them, and utterly de- 
stroy them: thou shalt make no covenant 
with them, nor show them mercy.” 


And again we read, “Of the cities of these 
people which the Lord thy God doth give 
thee for an inheritance, thou shalt save 
nothing alive that breatheth: but thou shalt 
utterly destroy them . . . as the Lord thy 
God has commanded thee.” (Deut. 20: 16, 
17) And we know that these instructions 
were literally carried out at Jericho, Ai, 
and other places. We also remember that 
at Joshua’s request, one day was almost 
doubled in length that the’ warfare might 
continue. 

“The barbarous days of Moses,” is a 
phrase sometimes used, but to say the least 
it is unbiblical and shows that the one utter- 
ing such words is either ignorant concern- 
ing God’s wonderful dealings with His 
earthly people, or on the other hand he is a 
rank infidel, feeling free to criticise God 
and His Word at his own pleasure. For did 
not Saul lose his kingdom for refusing to 
slay Amalek, since God had said, “Go and 
smite Amalek, and utterly destroy all that 
they have, and spare them not; but slay 
both man and woman, infant and suckling.” 
(1 Sam. 15: 8) 


Many passages of Scripture of a like na- 
ture are to be found in God’s directions to 
His earthly people, but when we step out 
into the Holy Ghost dispensation just the 
reverse is found, as the following passages 
of Scripture will indicate: 

“Put up thy sword into his place,” is the 
message of Jesus to the Church, “for all 
they that take the sword shall perish by 
the sword.” (Matt. 26:52) Again when 
His disciples brought unto Him “two 
swords,” He replied, “it is enough,” indi- 
cating that He was not pleased with their 
thoughts, for we know that two swords 
would not be enough for conquest; but His 
words indicate that the disciples were try- 
ing to sew new cloth on an old garment. 
Once more, we find James and John coming 
unto Jesus, saying: “Lord, wilt thou have 
fire come down from heaven and consume 
them even as Elias did? but he turned and 
rebuked them and said, Ye know not what 


By Rev. Carl F. Baldwin, Portland, Indiana 


manner of spirit ye are of.” (Luke 9: 54, 
55) Thus we gather from these scriptural 
quotations and from others that our con- 
quest is not to be by sword and fire, “For 
the weapons of our warfare are not car- 
nal.” (2 Cor. 10:4) Again it is written, 
“Love your enemies, do good to them that 
hate you, bless them that curse you, and 
pray for them that despitefully use you” 
(Luke 6: 27, 28); and in 2 Tim. 2: 24, we 
read, “And the servant of our Lord must 
not strive, but be gentle to all men.” 


Thus a study of the two dispensations 
brings us to the conclusion that the Jew 
was doing the will of God when he took the 
sword: and that the Christian is doing the 
will of God when he heeds the words, “Re- 
sist not evil.” 


IV. RETALIATION AND FORBEARANCE. 


Old Testament saints were directed by 
law to demand full restitution for damage 
done, and the measure of retaliation was to 
be in exact proportion to the wrong done. 
By divine enactment courts were arranged 
and judges appointed to see that strict jus- 
tice was administered. Consequently . in 
Deut. 25: 18, we find God speaking in this 
manner, “Judges and officers shalt thou 
make in all thy gates . . . throughout thy 
tribes, and they shall judge the people with 
just judgment.” 

Furthermore we find that God not only 
instituted courts of justice, but He also gave 
the measure of judgment respecting each 
other; for in Lev. 24: 19-21, we read, “If 
a man cause a blemish to his neighbor, as 
he has done so shall it be done unto him: 
breach for breach, eye for eye, tooth for 
tooth, as he has caused a blemish in a man, 
so shall it be done unto him again.” 


But while this was the divinely appointed 
procedure for the Jew, it must not be so 
considered by the Christian as his standard 
in matters pertaining to retaliation, for he 
treads on higher ground, and is consequent- 
ly given a higher standard. Hence we find 
Jesus directing His followers to “Resist not 
evil, but whosoever shall smite thee on the 
right cheek turn to him the other also. And 
if any man will sue thee at the law and 
take away thy coat, let him have thy cloke 
also.” (Matt. 5:39, 40) And again we 
hear Him’'saying, “All things whatsoever ye 
would that men should do to you, do ye 
even so to them.” (Matt. 7:12) 


The inspired Paul, also, has some very 
definite instructions along that line, which 
are as follows: “Dare any of you, having a 
matter against another, go to law before the 
unjust, and not before the saints. Do ye 
not know that the saints shall judge the 
world, and if the world shall be judged by 
you, are ye unworthy to judge the smallest 
matter? know ye not that ye shall judge 
angels? how much more matters that per- 
tain to this life. . Now there is utterly 
a fault among you, because you go to law 
one with another. Why do ye not rather 
take wrong? Why do-.ye not rather suffer 
yourselves to be defrauded?” (1 Cor. 6:1, 
3, 7) 


It is true Christians do sue Christians, 
but there is no provision for such in the 
Scriptures, and it is not so much a ques- 
tion of what they do, as it is a question of 
what they ought to do according to plain 
statements of Scripture. 

The Apostle Peter also bears witness con- 
cerning retaliation, saying, “If when ye do 
well and suffer for it, ye take it patiently, 
this is acceptable with God. For even here- 
unto were ye called: because Christ also 
suffered for us, leaving us an example, that 
ye should follow his steps: who did no sin, 
neither was guile found in his mouth: who 
when reviled, reviled not again; when he 
suffered, he threatened not; but committed 
himself to him that judgeth righteously.” 
(1 Peter 2: 20-23) 

Perhaps it will be said that self-defense 
is the first law of nature, and so it is, but 
it is not the first law of grace, or the second 
one either. Others will doubtless say that 
self-respect requires them to resent insult 
and resist injustice; but when self is seen in 
the dazzling light of heaven, it must be ad- 
mitted that it is a very poor thing to respect 
anyway. And after all it is not so much 
what man says about our Christian conduct, 
as it is what God says about it, for: “Thy 
word is a lamp unto my feet, and a light 
unto my path.” (Ps. 119: 105) 


V. GREATNESS AND LOWLINESS. 


Honor, wealth, and greatness were prom- 
ised to saints under the old dispensation. 
To Abraham it was said, “I will make of 
thee a great nation, and I will bless thee, 
and make thy name great.” Through obe- 
dience he goes to Canaan and we are told 
he “was very rich in cattle, in silver, and in 
gold.” Later on so great was his wealth 
and power that he overcame four kings with 
no aid except that of his own servants. 
And at Sarah’s burial the children of Heth 
said, “Thou art a mighty prince among us.” 
Earthly blessings of a like nature were be- 
stowed upon Isaac, Jacob, and Joseph. And 
of Job it was said, “This man was the great- 
est of all the men of the east:” and it was 
the loss of his wealth that caused his friends 
to think that he was a hypocrite, and Job 
to think that God had forsaken him; but at 
the close of this remarkable book we are 
told that God gave him twice as much as at 
the beginning. We are informed that 
“David went on and grew great and the 
Lord of hosts was with him:” and the prom- 
ise to his son Solomon was, “Wisdom and 
knowledge is granted unto thee, and I will 
give thee riches, and wealth and honor.” 


And of all Israel it was said: “The Lord 


shall open unto thee his good treasures, the 


heaven to give thee rain unto thy land in 
his season, and to bless all the work of thy 
hand, and thou shalt lend unto many na- 
tions, and thou shalt not borrow. And the 
Lord will make thee the head and not the 
tail: and thou shalt be above only, and thou 
shalt not be beneath; if thou hearken unto 
the commandments of the Lord thy God.” 
(Deut. 28:12, 18) 

Such assurances to the Jews were reiter- 
ated time and again, but where in the New 
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Testament are the followers of our Lord as- 
sured honor, wealth, and greatness? For 
we are told, “It is enough for the disciple 
that he be as his master, and the servant as 
his lord. If they have called the Master of the 
house Beelzebub, how much more shall they 
call them of his household.” (Matt. 10: 25) 
In Luke 6: 26, Jesus says, “Woe unto you 
when men shall speak well of thee;” and 
again He said: “If ye were of the world, the 
world would love his own: but because ye 
are not, but I have chosen you out of the 
world, therefore the world hateth you.” 
(John 15: 19) 

The Holy Ghost follows in very much the 
same strain, saying, “That ye must through 
much tribulation enter into the kingdom of 
God.” (Acts 14:22) Furthermore we are 
instructed to, “mind not high things, but 
condescend to men of low estate” (Rom. 12:- 
16); and that, “not many wise men after 
the flesh, not many mighty, not many noble 
are called.” (1 Cor. 1: 26) 

And the testimony of Paul concerning 
himself agrees with the preceding Scripture, 
for he says: “Even unto this present hour 
we both hunger, and thirst, and are naked, 
and are buffeted, and have no certain dwell- 
ing place; and labor working with our own 
hands: being reviled, we bless; being per- 
secuted, we suffer it; being defamed, we en- 
treat: we are made as the filth of the world, 
and are the off-scourings of all things unto 
this day.” (1 Cor..4: 11-18) 

Thus we see that the whole trend of New 
Testament teaching is to the effect that we 
may expect hardships, persecutions, and 
hatred; for our business is not to exalt self, 
but Jesus; not merely to accumulate riches, 
but to make others rich by leading them to 
Jesus, “Whom he hath appointed heir of 
all things.” (Heb. 1: 2) 

While we are fully aware of the fact that 
little can be said on this very important 
subject in the limited space allowed; yet we 
trust that many will make a deeper study 
of this subject, for we believe that it is of 
the greatest importance that we know that 
which pertains only to Israel, and that 
which pertains only to the Church. With 
these truths in mind it has been the desire 
of the writer to show by plain scriptural 
statements that Israel and the Church are 
different, that their respective inheritances 
are different, that the modes of obtaining 
the inheritances are different, and that 
many of the promises which applied to Is- 
rael are not applicable to the Church at all: 
for the perilous days in which we live de- 
mand that we know our ground, our task, 
and our equipment. And may we admonish 
in the words of Paul: 

“Study to show thyself approved unto 
God, a workman that needeth not to be 
ashamed, rightly dividing the word of 
truth.” (2 Tim. 2: 15) 


DO RIGHT AND WORK TOGETHER 
BY REV. FRANK A. CORNELL 


‘And they stood every man in his place round 
about the camp: and all the host ran, and cried, and 
fled.”—Judges 7: 21. 


It seems to me that the chief lesson 
taught in this text is the necessity of unity 
among God’s people and that coupled with 
this is the thought that every indvidual 
among God’s children must do their indi- 
vidual work. 


Unity among the people of God, it seems 
to me, can readily be seen to be an im- 
portant factor, if not an absolute necessity 
for success in the struggle between the 
Church and the world. 

If all pull together, the load will be mov- 
ed, while if there is sagging and see-sawing, 
pulling and hauling, one pulling one way 
and another pulling two ways, success will 
be rendered much more difficult, if not ab- 
solutely impossible. 

All pull. 

All lift. 

All pull and all lift together. 

There is an individual work for each 
soldier in Christ’s army to do and the work 
of each individual soldier is necessary to 
success. 

It was not till all were in their places that 
Gideon’s army moved and when they thus 
moved, the army was victorious. 

My brother, God needs you. ‘ 

He cannot do His work without you and 
He will hold you accountable for the failure 
that is bound to follow if you do not do your 
work. 

Lift. 

Work. 

Pull with all your might and no matter 
what the obstacle may be, God will give 
you victory. 

Lift, then. 

Lift all together. 

Lift in Jesus’ name. 


THE HIGHEST KNOWLEDGE OR THE 
SUREST WAY TO KNOW 
SOMETHING 


BY ARTHUR A. WRIGHT, 


Pastor First Christian Church, Bingham- 
ton, N. Y 


I know that I know little, 

But I am thankful for the little I know, 
But most of all I am thankful 

That I know, how little I know; 
For the highest knowledge I know of 

Is to know how little we know. 


Some know much; and they know it. 
But they never seem to know 

That they know so very little 
Of what there is to know. 

For the highest knowledge they know of, 
Is just the little they know. 


What they know is the basis of knowledge, 
All must bow to what they know, 
Whether Moses, or Jesus, or Godhead, 
For they know all there is to know. 
Who doubts that they know, knows nothing, 
Nothing yet as he ought to know. 


Oh, blessed the man who knows nothing, 
Nothing yet, as he ought to know, 

For the surest way to know something 
Is to know that we know nothing, 

To sit at the feet of Jesus 
And learn what we need to know. 


“If any man among you seemeth to be wise in this 
world, let him becorne a fool (as unlearned), that he 
may be wise.”-—1 Cor. 3:18. 


SUGGESTION FOR GOOD FRIDAY 


With the courtesy of the editor, I desire 
to offer a suggestion to my brethren in the 
ministry concerning a service on Friday 
before Easter. 


This is a customary service in the old 
communions, and some of us who have tried 
it in our denomination have found it bene- 
ficial, and I am sure many who read these 
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lines can make this ancient observance a 
reverential and useful service. 

My own experience proves to me that all 
our ministers may use it in their own way. 
I take as my topic some incident connected 
with the immortal scene. Some in my par- 
ish have themselves gone through supreme 
agony during the year, and these find a help 
and blessing, sympathizing with the New 
Testament tragedy. Somehow, their bur- 
dens can be borne without hardness of 
heart. And then this service appeals to 
those outside our own communion, such as 
Roman Catholics. I advertise this Chris- 
tian service and invite everybody. One 
criticism, by the way, that eminent Cath- 
olics have made of Protestantism, and one 
that startles me, is that Protestants do not 
suffer with Christ as Catholics do, that 
Protestants expect Christ to carry all this 
load, and bear all their burdens, and pay 
all their debts, but Catholics are willing to 
enter into the real sufferings with Christ, 
and sacrifice for Him and with Him. 

This memorial of Good Friday in com- 
memorating the sufferings of Jesus, is a 
logical and beautiful preparation for the 
victory of Jesus, as celebrated on Easter 
Sunday. The sorrows of Good Friday pre- 
pare the way for the joys of Easter. Easter 
is the queen of all days in the Christian 
year. It unites the love of God with His 
handiwork in nature, and sings the Hope of 
Immortality. Out of the anguish and dark- 
ness of Good Friday, God brings the joy 
and light of immortal life. For this Jesus 
came, to bring life and immortality to light. 
But the night preceded the day, and the 
power of God brought Light from the dark- 
ness of death. CARLYLE SUMMERBELL. 


“IS THE POLICY RIGHT, OR IS IT 
WRONG?” 

In THE HERALD of March 7, page 3, we 
are asked, “Is it right or wrong?” There 
is no doubt in my mind but that the editor’s 
policy is absolutely right. 

The creed of the Christian Church is the 
inspired Word, and as such, it is infallible. 
Upon it the saved of all ages have stood, 
recognizing it as the foundation of the apos- 
tles and prophets, Jesus Christ the Chief 
Corner-stone, in whom the whole building 
fitly framed together, groweth into a holy 
temple in the Lord. 

To you, Mr. Editor, has been delegated 
the task of watching the construction of 
this building. If it is to at all compare 
with the foundation, each part should be 
sound and straight. You will recall that 
very early in the morning of creation, even 
before our first parents had time to make 
their toilet, Satan suggested that he knew 
more about the construction of the building 
than the Architect, and his agents have 
been making suggestions ever since. And 
all they ask isto be left alone. 

Wo. L. CORYELL. 


“If a man will not work, neither shall he 
eat, is God’s command just as much as 
those which bid us feed the hungry.” 


“Sundried oysters are considered a rare 
delicacy in China.” 


\ 
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Strength and Beauty Combined in a Great National Leader, Washington 


By Rev. John Crosby Emerson, East Hounsfield, New York 


Text—‘‘And upon the top of the pillars was lily 
work.”—1 Kings 10: 22. 


In the closing years of the nineteenth 
century archaeological research produced 
what is considered to be one of the most 
ancient architectural columns known in the 
world. Located in a tomb near Cairo, it 
bears the distinctive marks of Egyptian 
workmanship, terminating at the top in the 
lotus flower, one ef the most common and 
admired of the decorations used by that 
people. 

Such a discovery reminds us of those im- 
posing and beautiful pillars erected by King 
Solomon in the porch of that magnificent 
temple dedicated by him to Jehovah, con- 
cerning which it was written, “Upon the top 
of the pillars was lily work.” 

The combination of strength and beauty 
thus revealed is wonderfully suggestive of 
the 

ARCHITECTURE OF HUMAN LIFE. 


Each massive pillar represents a single 
individuality, and indicates that strength 
and support which physical manhood is con- 
stantly rendering, while the delicately 
chisled lines of lily work denote the beauti- 
ful character of the soul, always manifest- 
ing the hand of the Eternal Architect; the 
harmony of design being perfected through 
the instrumentality of the Holy Spirit. 

As architectural designs are seldom sim- 
ilar in every minute detail, so no two in- 
dividuals are ever precisely alike, either in 
strength of limb or beauty of character. 
Neither are the physical and spiritual char- 
acteristics often found combined in a per- 
fectly proportioned degree in any one per- 
son; for when one element predominates, 
the other is often lacking, at least to a con- 
siderable extent. A perfect combination is 
rare. 

A careful examination of our country’s 
history, however, reveals the fact that as a 
nation we have not been left entirely with- 
out the influence of some exemplary lives— 
lives which under the strain and stress of 
direst peril stood strong and immovable for 
God and the republic. Every page bears 
record of their noble achievements. But, as 
the last backward leaf is turned, we pause 
—not merely because it is the last page, 
but because we have found depicted there 
the first support upon which the new-born 
republic rested, 


A GREAT NATIONAL PILLAR. 

Washington, the great soldier and states- 
man, to whom his biographers referred as 
“First in war, first in peace, and first in 
the hearts of his countrymen,” was from 
his youth peculiarly fitted for the heavy 
burdens that some day were to be placed up- 
on his shoulders. Physically.and mentally 
strong; he also possessed a deep regard for 
spiritual things which added greatly to the 
beauty as well as success of his brilliant 
career. 

Tales of his agility and prowess as an 
athlete are numerous; for even as a lad he 
excelled in the outdoor sports of his time 
and was a recognized leader among his 
playmates. One of the most remarkable 
feats of strength ascribed to his early man- 


hood was the throwing of a stone across the 
Potomac River at Mt. Vernon. It is also 
stated that while standing almost directly 
under the natural bridge in Virginia, he 
tossed a stone on the top, a distance of 
nearly 500 feet. As a horseman he was 
without a peer, being especially skilled in 
surmounting the highest fences, which, ac- 
cording to a cotemporary, he did with the 
greatest swiftness, without standing on his 
stirrups, bearing on his bridle, or letting his 
horse run wild. 

The personal appearance of this youthful 
athlete, as given by Captain Mercer, tends 
to corroborate the estimates of physical 
strength accorded him. “In 1759,” writes 
the captain, “he was as straight as an 
Indian, measuring six feet two inches in his 
stockings and weighing one hundred and 
seventy-five pounds. His head was well 
shaped, though not large, and was grace- 
fully poised on a superb neck, with a large 
and straight, rather than a prominent nose; 
blue-gray, penetrating eyes which are wide- 
ly separated and overhung by heavy brows. 
A pleasing, benevolent, though command- 
ing, countenance, dark brown hair, features 
regular and placid with a large mouth 
under perfect control, generally firmly 
closed.” This description accords well with 
Houden’s bust, and not only indicates great 
physical strength, but the possession of 
mental qualities capable of the highest in- 
tellectual development. 


As the years passed, these physical and 
mental qualities were in continual training, 
both in private and public service, making 
possible that high degree of efficiency par- 
ticularly adapted for hardship as well as 
leadership, culminating in a statesmanship 
of unique wisdom and sagacity. 


The successful consummation of that 
great struggle through which a would-be 
nation gained an ultimate victory over wick- 
ed and unjust tyranny, as well as the final 
establishment among the recognized and 
honored powers of the world of a govern- 
ment by the people and for the people was 
due largely to the exercise of that unerring 
judgment and indomitable will which ever 
characterized him, both as soldier and 
statesman. The American people can have 
no more forcible reminder of the strength 
and high-souled patriotism of its first Presi- 
dent and liberator than the product of his 
labor of love and sacrifice, our Own repub- 
lic, and all that may be comprehended in 
that term. For, as Kossuth, the noted 
Hungarian patriot, said: ‘Let the one who 
looks for a monument to Washington, look 
around the United States. Your freedom, 
your independence, your national power, 
your prosperity, your prodigious growth 
are a monument to him.” A great national 
pillar, truly, yet upon that human pillar 
of mental and physical strength appears 


THE LILY WORK OF A SPIRITUALLY BEAUTI- 
FUL CHARACTER. 

The only true mirror of character is the 
life as it is revealed in action, each act re- 
flecting to a greater or lesser degree a low 
or exalted purpose. Every noble life is thus 


formed in a service of noble deeds, which 
when constantly performed, as manifested 
in the active career of our great national 
pillar, chisled deeper and finer the lily- 
work of a Christlike character. 

At home, on the battle-field, or engaged 
in the solution of grave national problems, 
he was ever the same. In manner, reserved, 
with a quiet dignity which repelled famil- 
iarity. In temperament, even exercising in 
a wonderful measure the power of self- 
control. In judgment, sound, with an in- 
domitable will in pursuing that course 
which his sense of right and duty directed. 
Courteous at all times and ever solicitous 
for the interest of his fellow men, he gained 
for himself the regard of all classes. While 
at no time did he forget, nor permit to be 
forgotten by those around him the station 
he occupied, either as general or President, 
he never hesitated to perform the most 
menial of tasks for the good of his country. 
On one occasion, dismounting in a down- 
pour of rain, and with his own hands assist- 
ing a few soldiers in extricating from the 
deep mud a gun-carriage they were attempt- 
ing to move. , 

He often endangered his own health, sac- 
rificing his personal comfort in seeking to 
alleviate the suffering of his soldiers. Dur- 
ing the fearful winters experienced by the 
Continental army at Valley Forge and Mor- 
ristown, more than one starving, shivering 
sentry felt the warm cloak of his general 
resting upon his shoulders, while the donor 
passed on unprotected through the sleet and 
bitter cold of the night. 


Such acts express in the strongest lan- 
guage the exalted motives that made him 
beloved by his friends and respected by his 
enemies. 

Observing in public life as in the privacy 
of his own home the severest of moral stand- 
ards, the heart of the great commander 
was often pained at the careless indiffer- 
ence shown by those about him to the sacred 
principles of religion, which to him were 
of the highest importance. The growing 
use of obscene and profane swearing in the 
army especially grieved him, calling forth 
that historic order where he expresses the 
hope that the officers will by example, as 
well as influence, endeavor to check the 
wicked practice; and that both they and the 
men will reflect that little hope can be had 
of the blessing of Heaven upon our arms 
if we insult it by our impiety and folly. 
Added to this, it is a vice so mean and low, 
without any temptation, that every man of 
sense and character detests it.” 

(A similar order from our chief execu- 
tive at this time might have its effect in 
curbing that same pernicious habit which 
still prevails to a marked degree in the arm- 
sense and character detests it. 

His belief that the guiding hand of an 
overruling Providence controlled the affairs 
of the world was obvious at every period 
of his life, as extracts from his addresses, 
letters, and recorded conversations amply 
verify. To him prayer was as essential as 
his daily portion of food, and on many occa- 
sions he was found engaged in quiet com- 
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munion with “The great Director of Events, 
the Dispenser of all good.” 

At his death, as well as in his life, he 
exhibited the same high-souled character- 
isties peculiar to his benign nature. Ac- 
cording to his biographers he suffered in- 
tensely, but while in the greatest agony 
was heard to apologize to those about him 
for dying so hard, often murmuring, “I am 
not afraid.” So the great military leader 
who had passed through a hundred battles 
without a wound met his last foe fearlessly ; 
and when the moment came for him to yield 
his spirit unto his Maker, he did it unflinch- 
ingly as became a true Christian soldier. 


Truly, in the words of James Russell 
Lowell: 


What figure more immovably august 
Than that grave strength so patient and 


so pure, 

Calm in good fortune, when it wavered, 
sure, 

That mind serene, impenetrably just, 

Modeled on classic lines so simple they en- 
dure? 

Soldier and statesman, rarest unison; 

High poised example of great duties done, 

Modest, yet firm as nature’s self; unblamed 

Save by the men his nobler temper shamed; 

Broad-minded, higher-souled, there is but 
one 

Who was all this and ours and all men’s— 

WASHINGTON. 


HAVING THE MIND OF CHRIST 


By Rev. A. P. Hurst, Afton, Iowa 


“Let this mind be in you, which was also in Christ 
Jesus.”—Phil. 2:5. 


To have the mind of Christ is the great- 
est possible achievement in this life. If we 
have the mind of Christ, we have salvation 
from sin, if we have not the mind of Christ, 
we have not salvation from sin. Then the 
great question would naturally arise, How 
can we come into possession of the mind of 
Christ? Can we possess it without the gos- 
pel? I trew not. We read in God’s Word 
that the gospel is the power of God unto 
salvation to every one that believeth. This 
would indicate that the Word of God, the 
gospel, as it has been given to us by the 
Lerd Jesus Christ, sets forth the mind of 
Christ—the thoughts, the things, He would 
have us know, the things that came through 
His mind, that He knew would be good for 
His followers, that they might walk, as He 
walked, and talk as He talked, hence we 
can conclude that until a man is regenerated 
under the power of the gospel of Jesus 
Christ, and quickened by the Holy Spirit, 
he_has not the mind of Christ. 

We read that Jesus Christ was tempted 
in all points alike as we are, yet He never 
sinned.. His mind was so made up of pure 
and holy things that there was no room 
for sinful thoughts and naturally He did 
not want to sin. He had no desire to sin, 
hence without a\desire to sin, He would 
not sin, Sin is a violation of law, and Jesus 
had no inclination to violate the divine law 
of His Father—He did not sin. The Apos- 
tle Paul did not want the Philippian breth- 
ren to sin, so he just advised that they seek 
to have the mind which was in Christ Jesus. 
He knew that while the mind of Christ was 
in them, they would not sin—they could 
not, because with a mind like Christ, there 
can be no room for sin. John evidently had 
this in mind when he wrote the brethren, 
saying: “He that is born of God cannot sin, 
for His seed remaineth in him and he can- 
not sin, because he is born of God” (John 
3:9). . “In this the children of God are 
made manifest, and the children of the 
devil” (John 3:10). The words cannot sin 
seem to be a wonderful barrier to some 
people, but as the Bible says, “Come let us 
reason together!” Should I step up to a 
real mother who has a precious babe in 
her arms and open a knife, she asks, “What 
do you want me to do with that?” I say, 
“Take it and cut that child’s head off,” and 


she at once responds, as she presses the 
pride of her life to her bosom, “I cannot do 
it.” I say, “Yes, you can,” but she plants 
a kiss on the cheek of her babe and says 
again, “I cannot.” 

The great love that was in that mother’s 
heart would not let her take the child’s life. 
So the man that really is born of God, born 
from above, born anew, will not commit sin, 
because he has the mind of Christ. The 
believer, like the mother and babe, loves his 
Savior too well to violate His laws, hence 
the only way to sin is to violate God’s law. 


We have a promise, if we have the mind 
of Christ, keep His commandments, we shall 
never, never die, but shall ever be with the 
Lord. If we have not the Spirit of Christ, we 
cannot have the mind of Christ, but, being 
filled with the same Holy Spirit of the same 
nature, we have the same mind, so we would 
do the things that He would do, and let 
alone things that He would not do. So we 
conclude that the man who has not the mind 
of Christ is not in a sane or saved condi- 
tion. He that has the mind of the Master 
is both in a safe and sane condition, ready 
for any Christian duty. 

Some men argue that they have to sin 
every day. Individually, I believe it, be- 
cause Jesus said, “Ye are of your father, 
the devil, and his works ye will do.” So 
John said, “This is the way we know the 
Christian from the world, or from the man 
of the devil, the man who sins every day. 
The real Christian does not sin at all, be- 
cause His seed, the mind of Christ, is in 
him and he cannot sin. 

My advice to the church member that 
thinks he has to sin every day is to get 
the mind of Christ and that will knock out 
“the want to sin” and will put in a new 
disposition to do righteousness, and then 
such a one will not sin every day. He will 
enjoy the Christian life more than the life 
of the world. 

“But,” says one, “can a man live a real 
Christlike life and live on a farm and pos- 
sess large number of horses, mules, cattle, 
and sheep?” Surely he can, if he but has 
“the mind of Christ.” So he will use his 
substance to God’s glory. The man of Uz 
who had seven thousand sheep and three 
thousand camels, one thousand oxen, five 
hundred she asses, and a great deal of 
household books. He was the greatest man 
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in the East. He was a perfect man, for 
God said he was. 

Now if a man has such great riches and 
shuts up his bowels of compassion and does 
not give, at least the tenth, to helping to 
feed the poor, cloth the naked, and send 
the gospel to the heathen, and te help win 
his home land and support his home church, 
and is not willing to respond to the calls 
of The American Christian Convention, and 
other home and foreign calls for means to 
help save the world, I have my doubts if 
I will have the pleasure of seeing such an 
one in the Paradise of God, and I may as 
well add that he should chip in a few hun- 
dred to helping the Red Cross and Y. M. 
C. A. and W. C. T. U. in their efforts to 
save the world from destruction, and it 
might be well for him to take out a few 
hundred dollars worth of Liberty Loan 
Bonds to save this free country from the 
powers of autocracy, or one-man power. 
And in fact to help bring about a real de- 
mocracy all over the world, both of church 
and state, not that the church and state 
should be one, but that each one should be 
purely democratic, each of the people, for 
the people, and by the people. Christ, the 
Head of the Church; the President at the 
head of state affairs, in the United States, 
and unless we are willing to help with our 
means (money), as far as we are able, as 
well as with our prayers, we surely would 
net have the mind of Christ in us. 

Let this mind be in you, which was in 
Christ Jesus. I am thinking just now if 
all the people of Europe had had the mind 
in them that was in Christ Jesus, we would 
not have been in war now. Christ Jesus 
gave the world a chance to have peace, to 
live in peace, but they would not. He said, 
“My peace I leave with you, my peace I 
give unto you, not as the world giveth, give 
I unto you.” I say the world at large would 
not have the peace that Christ offered, yet 
some people from the days of Christ until 
the present, have accepted the words of 
Christ, the gospel, and have been saved by 
the power of regeneration, having received 
the Holy Spirit, having the old carnal mind 
taken eut and the mind like Christ put in 
by the pewer of the Holy Ghost. They have 
the peace that passeth understanding. They 
have joy in the Hely Ghost, so since the 
days of Christ and the apestles, there have 
been a people leving and hoping, longing 
and waiting, for the coming of the Lord. 
Then will begin the reign of the Lord Je- 
sus, a reign of peace, such as has never been 
since Adam and Eve first sinned. 

Such a reign of peace will last at least 
a thousand years, with all saints, and these 
saints will all have the mind of Christ, 
and will be obedient to His heavenly man- 


dates, and shall be kings and priests unto 
Him throughout the thousand years of the 
reign of Christ—and His saints with Him. 
Then cometh the end, and at the end of this 
thousand years, the Christ will give up the 
Kingdom of God. Even the Father and Christ 
and the millions of millions of saints will be 
subject to God the Father, until all eternity. 
But think of it, if we would only live with 
Christ through the thousand years and then 
go into an eternity or be as though we had 
never been, would it not pay us a thousand 
times over for all we have to undergo here 





274 (10) 


THE HERALD OF GOSPBL LIBERTY 





MARCH 21,°1918 


Our Brethren Continue to Talk Fraternal ‘Relations With the Disciples 


UNION WITH DISCIPLES 


I am more than interested in the union 
idea. As I view the situation, I can see no 
real reason for us to remain as separate 
bodies. I have made a study of the doc- 
trines of the Disciple Church and I can find 
but one point of doctrine between us. That 
is the question of baptism, and if this could 
be left to each congregation to decide for 
itself, it seems to me that the difficulty 
might be solved. 

I am somewhat surprised at some of the 
opinions expressed in THE HERALD. We are 
not discussing our history, or what has been 
done, neither are we toads 
or lambs. We are men, 
doing the work of men, 
and have men on our com- 
mittee, real men, too, men 
that understand our his- 
tory, possession, and our 
mission, and we need have 
no fears about being swal- 
lowed. 


I am wondering if these 
objectors preach the prin- 
ciples of the Christians; 
if so, why object to an 
honest effort to practice 
what we preach? 


Do you believe in that 
principle that we have 
talked of for the past cen- 
tury, viz.: the union of all 
of God’s people under the 
one name Christian? Why 
become alarmed when we 
talk of practicing our 
principles? Why should 
we preach union and ob- 
ject to even trying to 
unite other churches with 
ours? To say it cannot be 
done is childishness. To 
call our Disciple brethren 
Campbellites is unchris- 
tianlike. We object to be- 
eing called Newlights and 
we ‘have a right to do so. 
That is not our name. 
Neither is “Campbellites” 
the name that rightly be- 
longs to our Disciple brethren. Let us be 
fair and exercise the Christian spirit toward 
all. 

If we can effect a union with our Dis- 
ciple brethren, the world shall be the better 
for it; if we cannot do so, neither they nor 
we shall be the worse for havirig made an 
honest effort to do so. A. E. Baesy. 

Newmarket, Ont., March 3, 1918. 








SHALL THE CHRISTIANS AND 
DISCIPLES UNITE? 


Yes,-by all means, if both the Christians 
and Disciples shall take the Bible platform, 
making Christian character only the test of 
‘Christian and church fellowship, admitting 
to full membership all who have been born 
of the Spirit, not making water baptism or 
any other ism a test of fellowship. 

- ‘But, brethren, here’s a question to be con- 
sidered: Are the Disciples ready to quit 
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Christians and Disciples of Christ‘ to Consider Union 
Plans for the conference of the two Commissions on Christian Union 
have been completed. The meeting will be held In Norfolk, Va., in the 
Central Young Men’s Christian Axsociation, beginning Tuesday, April 
2, at 2 o'clock. Headquarters of both commissions will be at the South- 
land Hotel, just across the street from the Y. M. C. A. 


The Christians will be represented by Rev. F. G. Coffin, D. D., Presi- 
dent of The American Christian Convention; Rev. J. F. Burnett, D. D., 
Secretary of The American Christian Convention; President W. A. Har- 
per, LL. D., Christian Endeavor Secretary of The American Christian 
Cenvention; Rev. John MacCalman, D. D., member Board of Education 
of The American Christian Convention; Rev. F. H. Peters, D. D., member 
Commission on Interhational Friendship; Warren H. Denison, member 
Mission Board of Christian Church, as Commissioners from The American 
Christian Convention; and Rev. W. W. Staley, D. D., President Southern 
Christian Convention; Rev. C. H. Rowland, D. D., President Eastern Vir- 
ginia Christian Conference, Eastern Virginia Committe¢men. The Disci- 
ples of Christ will be represented by Rev. Peter Ainslie, D. D., and Rev. 
H. C. Armstrong, of Baltimore; Rev. Finis 8S. Idleman, D. D., New York 
City; Rev. I. 8S. Cheneweth, Philadelphia; Rev. E. B. Bagby and Mr. W. P. 
Lipscomb, Washington; Rey. Richard Bagby, Wilson, N. C.; Rev. Bernard 
P. Smith, Kingsten, N. C., and Rev. C. M. Watson, Norfolk. 

Two public meetings will be held. The first on Tuesday night at the 
Disciples church, the second Wednesday night in Memorial Christian 
Temple. Each of these get-together, fraternal meetings will have three 
speakers about fifteen minutes each. , 


preaching water regeneration, and admit on 
equal terms Methodists, Presbyterians, 
Quakers, and all other non-immersionists? 
My own experience with the Disciples has 
led me to fear that they will not accept any 
such broad platform; and that their talk 
of union with the Christians can only mean 
that they are ready to swallow us, just as 
they did in the supposed union of Stone and 
Campbell. 

For myself, if the Disciples should suc- 
ceed in swallowing the Christians, and I 
should find it necessary to choose between 
such a union or uniting with some other 


It is to be hoped that great good will come from this conference, 
that the Kingdom may be advanced, that the cause and spirit of Chris- 
tian unity may be enlarged. 
‘WARREN H. DENISON. 
Norfolk, Va, 
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denomination that believes in the real office 
work of the Holy Spirit in men’s hearts, I 
certainly should choose the latter. 

Possibly my humble opinion isn’t worthy 
of consideration, but hefe it is, any way. I 
don’t care for being swallowed, provided the 
Bible principles are swallowed with me. 

FREDERICK COOPER. 

Albany, Mo. 





SHALL WE HAVE UNION WITH THE 
DISCIPLES? 

Four or five times ‘within less than as 
many. years have I had calls from the Dis- 
ciples to collect money for them. And every 
time have they been told ‘better. 

’ Do they not*know their dwn name? ‘If 
not, let. them-study a while at home. 

We have not forgotten Stone’s-union with 
them, neither have we forgotten its‘ results. 
Neither have we forgotten that to-day they 





try to claim Barton W. Stone as one of their 
men. 

I am not willing to play toad to the Dis- 
ciple’s snake; neither am I willing to unite 
for the sake of temporal advantage with a 
people that have shown repeatedly that they 
do not know how to be honest. 

FRANK A. CORNELL. 

Machias, N. Y. 


THE UNION QUESTION 


That all the followers of Christ should be 
one is not debatable. Did not Christ pray 
“that they all may be 
one?” But the question 
over which there may be 
difference of opinion is 
how best to bring this 
about. Does the Christian 
Church hold anything in 
her cardinal | principles 
that are non-essential, or 
that any church could 
abolish and still be’ loyal 
to Jesus Christ? Is she, 
after nearly a century and 
a half trial, lacking in any 
of the essentials that make 
up a Church of Christ? 


To my mind these ques- 
tions can easily be an- 
swered in the negative. 
Where, then, can we 
change our position, to 
meet that of another de- 
nomination, without doing 
an injustice to the individ- 
ual liberty in matters of 
opinion which we have 
held for so long a time? 
If the Disciples, or Con- 
gregationalists, or Bap- 
tists, will come to the 
basis of all true union, no 
one will rejoice more than 
I, and no one will go 
farther to meet them. But 
as long as anything other 
than Christian character 
is made a test of fellow- 
ship, and anything more 
than a belief and acceptance of Jesus 
Christ -as Lord and Master ‘as essen- 
tial to church membership, then I must 
plod along in the way our fathers have trod, 
God bless them. Often much more real 
union and harmony comes by having sep- 
arate pens, than when all are put in one. 
It is much more éssential to have unity of 
spirit than to have organic union. Whether 
if all the Protestant Churches were one body 
organically, they would accomplish as much 
for the cause ‘of Christ as they are ‘doing 
to-day is a question. However, if the Dis- 
ciples ‘will come to our ‘position, the ‘Only 
feal ‘union position, there ought to be no 
hesitancy of uniting with them on our part. 

; Wie J. HALL. 

Franklin, N. H., March 8, 1918. 


“He who ‘statids erect ‘darés 


faée ‘the 
light.” 5: foot es 
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“CONSISTENCY, THOU ART A. JEWEL” 


In_ last. week’s HERALD. there was an in- 
teresting. symposium on the question of 
“The Christian Church Uniting With the 
Disciples of. Christ” Church.. Some of the 
articles were “pro” and some were “con.” 


What. is your honest conviction about. the 
question? Personally, it all seems. like. a 
huge: joke to talk: about uniting with the 
denomination that has sinned against us by 
taking. our name. in conjunction with its 
other: two names, and. hence robbing: us of 
our denominational.identity; sinned against 
us: by: proselyting our members and even 
our.churehes; and sinned against us by 
claiming our history but ridiculing our prin- 
ciples. of faith: There.is no other denomi- 
nation of,evangelical faith that has so little 
in common with us as a church, as does the 
Diseiple, Chureh:. The Christian. Church 
could. unite with the. Congregational 
Church-a thousand times more consistently 
than it could unite with the Disciple Church. 
Yes, the. Baptist Church, the Presbyterian 
Chureh; the,,Methodist Church, the United 
Brethren Church, and many of the other de- 
nominations would afford us a: more con- 
genial atmosphere for union than can the 
Disciple. Church possibly do. To be. sure, 
there. would. be objectionable features in any 
of these. churches for the liberty-loving, 
democratic religious appreciations of our 
men; and women to adjust themselves to. 
But let us. not: forget that the. Disciple 
Church has even more objectionable fea- 
tures, What about the question of baptis- 
mal. regeneration to which they hold so 
strongly and which we as a church have 
always denied? “What about making, im- 
mersion, instead of Christian character, the 
door. into the Church? What about denying 
the work of the Holy Spirit? What about 
denying to the thousands of men and women 
who. do not believe in water baptism, but 
in the baptism of the Holy Spirit, what 
about denying to them and to the thousands 
who. believe in. sprinkling as. the proper 
mode of baptism and whose Christlike lives 
prove their fellowship with God through 
Christ, what about denying to them the 
privilege of our Christian fellowship? That 
is the position the Disciple Chureh has tak- 
en ever since its inception, and against that 
position our Church has ever been a living 
protest. 

“Christian Union?” Yes, I believe in it 
with: all: my heart. But I do not believe in 
denominational. absorption. Not for one 
moment would the Disciple Church consider 
union with the Christian Church unless we 
would. surrender every principle of our 
faith that is contrary to their position. We 
would have to make every concession. They 
would make absolutely not a single one, 
more.than to give the. use of their baptis- 
tries: to. our churches that had none, that 
our:“unbaptized” or “unregenerate” mem- 
bers: might be. properly initiated into the 
true: Christian family. 

Those of us who have had to deal with 
the proselyting practices of Disciple 
churches first-hand, naturally see the prob- 
lem from a: different angle than do those 
who study the- question from a theoretical 
view-point, or those who naturally favor the 


Disciple position to our own. 
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The fact is, we never could unite with 
the Disciple Chureh unless it would discard 
the very thing to which it owes its strength 
and growth as an organization—immersion 
the door into the church, or baptismal. re- 
generation. 

Why _ not talk of union with a denomina- 
tion that has always had much in common 
with us, a denomination that would demand 
not a. single concession on our part, but 
would let.us bring our glorious principles of 
faith right along with us, and in true co- 
operation seek to win men and women to 
Christ under those same principles of faith? 
The Congregational.Church offers us such 
an opportunity for union. Let’s talk of 
uniting with people who. really want to 
unite, instead of wasting our time talking 
of uniting with people whe really want to 
absorb, 

There are men and women in the Disciple 
Church who really believe in Christian 
union, and who believe in the broad prin- 
ciples of faith our denomination cherishes. 
But a few such broad-spirited, noble-hearted 
men and women cannot even hope to swing 
the thousands of prejudiced minds of the 
Disciple Church into any movement of a 
union that would in the least cast reflection 
upon Alexander Campbell’s doctrine of bap- 
tismal regeneration, and the Christian 
Church as a unite, is opposed to that doc- 
trine, and to any union that would exclude 
a single follower of Jesus Christ. 

Sincerely yours in the Master’s work, 


Roy C, HELFENSTEIN. 
Urbana, Ill., March 15, 1918. 


SHALL WE UNITE? 


The union of Christians and Disciples is 
a matter of vital importance, as I see it. 
If I am not rather late, I desire to cast my 
vote on the side of uniting the two in one. 
Much may be said pro and con, but the first 
fruit of a Christian is, practice what we 
preach, For a number of years I have been 
telling the people what excellent principles 
the Christian Church claims to have and 
believe. 


1. Christ, the only Head of the Church. 
Do not the Disciples teach the same? 


2. Christian, the only name for His fol- 
lowers.. Have we not disputed over the 
name for years, and who had a right to it? 

3. The Holy Bible, our only rule of faith 
and. practice. Do not the Disciples preach 
likewise? 

4. Christian character the test of fellow- 
ship. It is said: “The. Disciples’ test is 
immersion in water.” We, as Christians, 
teach private interpretation, the right and 
duty of all, which is the fifth cardinal prin- 
ciple. 

6. The unison of all followers of Christ. 
Are the Disciples followers of Christ? They 
are. If so, what right have we to refuse, or 
be unwilling to join hands? They believe 
in the divinity of Christ Jesus, they” be- 
lieve in the Immaculate Conception, they 
believe in the physical resurrection of Jesus 
Christ, and so teach it. Yet, we are united 
and classed with those that do not, and have 
been for years. Brethren, if Jesus Christ 
broke down the middle wall that separated 
the Jews from the Gentiles, the same Christ 
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Spirit can do likewise. for. the Christian 
Chureh and ‘the Disciple-Chuarch. 

Observe: “For he is our peace, who hath 
made both one, and hath broken down the 
middle wall of partition between us. Hav- 
ing abolished in His flesh the enmity, even 
the law of commandments ‘contained in or- 
dinances; for to make in Himself of twain 
one new man, so making peace. And that 
He might reconcile both unto God in one 
body by the cross, having slain the enmity 
thereby” (Eph. 2: 13-16). 

God speed the day when the enmity may 
be slain, and minor matters buried in the 
bottom of the ocean, and can say with 
David: “O come, let us worship and bow 
down, let us kneel before the Lord our 
Maker” as one family. 


JOHN A. DILLON. 
Linden, Iowa, March 4, 1918. 


ANOTHER WOMAN SPEAKS HER MIND 


I can never bea Campbellite!. No, never! 
I am one of the fourth generation, rocked 
in a Christian cradle. I have also rocked 
my little ones in the same. I cannot cast 
my lot with a Church which is ashamed of 
its name, as I know this Church to be. 
Brethren, let us lend a listening ear to what 
Bro. Tarr has told us. The church he re- 
fers to is good evidence of truth, and that 
is not the only one they have taken. If we 
have ministers and college workers who 
wish to be Campbellites—the way is open; 
let them step over, and when they get there 
and are asked to what denomination do they 
belong, you say: “I am a Campbellite.” Do 
not leave us and then wish to still wear our 
name. I believe in loyalty and I expect to 
be loyal to the Christian Church, if all oth- 
ers leave it. I am opposed to uniting with 
any Church on sectarian terms. What is 
the idea of uniting with the Campbellites? 
Will some one please tell us?—W. 





NoTe.—Some of our brethren understand 
that the editor of this paper requested thc 
brethren to express themselves, as to this 
matter. That is a mistake, except in this 
way: The chairman of the committee in 
charge of the Norfolk meeting requested us 
to give the brethren such an_ opportunity. 
It was at his suggestion that we made the 
statement. It was his wish to know the 
sentiment of our people in regard to this 
movement. We think perhaps enough ha- 
been said to serve his purpose. We will not 
at this time shut off further expression, but 
we wish it may be not much further dis- 
cussed until after the Norfolk meeting. 
Then we may know what is proposed and we 
ean the better discuss the situation. Dr. 
Burnett, who is a member of the committee 
in charge of the Norfolk meeting, insists 
that there is no thought of organic union be- 
tween the Christian Church and the Dis- 
ciples, but simply an effort to cultivate fra- 
ternal relations. Now let us wait and see 
the outcome of the n éeting —EDITor. - 
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What Jesus Is 
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Doing For Us 


By Rev. Morris Peterson, Goshen, Indiana 


This morning for a little while I wish to 
call your attention to a subject which is very 
dear to my own heart, namely, what Jesus 
is doing for us now. We have heard soe 
much about what Jesus Christ has already 
done for us, how He hung upon Calvary’s 
rugged tree, how He passed through the 
dark hours in the Garden of Gethsemane, 
how He was sold for thirty pieces of silver 
by the traitor, Judas, hew more than once 
He suffered all for our sins while He was 
in this world. I am glad when I sit down 
and contemplate en the great love Jesus 
Christ had fer us, how it melts my heart 
when I read that He was breught as a lamb 
to the slaughter, and hew He opened not 
His mouth. Oh, that gentle Savier, that 
meek and lowly Nazarene! It seems to me 
that when one sits down and reads ef what 
Jesus has passed through, and what He has 
already done for the human race, it is 
enough to break our hearts. , 

But, my beleved friends, though Jesus 
in the past did wonders for us, yet there is 
something still sweeter to me, and that is 
what Jesus Christ is doing for us at the 
present time. There are seven things this 
morning which I wish to mention to you 
that Jesus is doing for us now. 

First, Jesus is praying for us. Oh, what 
a sweet thought that is, what comfort, joy, 
and consolation it brings to our hearts, 
every one of us this morning whe is a fol- 
lower of Jesus to think that this blessed 
Savior is sitting at the right hand of His 
Father to-day, interceding fer us! Oh, that 
blessed, sweet Lamb of Calvary, it was not 
enough that Thou didst bear my sins upon 
the rugged tree, it was not enough that 
Thou didst go through the dark hours in the 
garden of Gethsemane, but, oh, Thou blessed 
Lamb, I love Thee more than ever, as I 
think of Thee sitting at the right hand of 
God in glory, praying for me! Oh, Thou 
blessed Savior, Thou art still praying for 
Thy children, Thou art still concerned and 
anxiously concerned for every one who is 
bearing the cross! 

Se, my beloved friends, Jesus is praying 
for us to-day, He brings all our wants be- 
fore our Heavenly Father. There never was 
a burden resting upon your heart, there 
never was a tear in your eye, there never 
was a prayer on your heart, but that Jesus 
Christ knows it and every prayer which 
comes from your heart, which is for the 
honor and glory of Ged, Jesus takes it and 
brings it before His Father. Then we ought 
not to be ashamed to come te the throne of 
grace. More than once as | sit in railway 
trains, traveling about the country, the 
sweet thought comes to me, “Oh, just now 
Jesus is praying for me.” Many times when 
life’s heavy burden rests upon my heart 
and the tears come te my eyes and every- 
thing may seem dark and dismal before me, 
it always brings my heart to think that 
Jesus is praying for me. More than once, 
when I close a series of revival meetings 
and many of the beloved ones who have 
given themselves to Christ come up and say 
to me, “Well, Brother Peterson, we hate to 


see you leave us, but remember, we are all 
going to pray for you,” that cheers; that 
brightens my heart; it brings sweet comfort 
to my soul to know that many of my dear 
friends are praying for me, but there is 
one thing which is sweeter than all and that 
is to know that Jesus, my beloved Master, 
is praying for me. What matters it, then, 
in this world, if we should be left all alone? 
What matters it, then, if we did not have a 
friend? What matters it, then, if there is 
no one praying for us, when we know that 
Jesus is praying for us? Therefore, my 
beloved friends, look to Him from whence 
cometh your help, look to Him, the spotless 
Lamb of Calvary, for He is interceding for 
His beloved children to-day. 

Second, Jesus is sympathizing with us. He 
knows the spirit is willing, but the flesh is 
weak and therefore Jesus Christ in the tru- 
est sense of the word can sympathize with 
us. Many of our friends in this world love 
te sympathize with us in time of trouble 
and sorrow, but somehow or other they can- 
not understand us, they cannot in the fullest 
sense of the word sympathize with us, but 
Jesus Christ can sympathize with us as no 
one else can. He can sympathize with us 
because He can fully understand us. I. ‘his 
world we are misunderstood many times and 
therefore many who really ought to sympa- 
thize with us will not, but not so with Je- 
sus. He is the one who understands you 
thoroughly and one, thank God, who can 
sympathize with us. 


I remember one time when I was very 
much @iscouraged. It seemed that no hu- 
man being could understand me, and I re- 
member while sorrow was finding its way 


to my soul, I went down to Lincoln Park in 
Chicago and behind a bush I looked up to 
the bright stars above me and turned to 
God for help. I thus told Him all that was 
on my heart. He is one to whom you can 
open up your whole heart, and as I was 
pouring out my soul to Him, it seemed that 
during that dark hour Jesus came down to 
my side and put His loving arms around me 
and sympathized with me in such a way as 
to lift the burden off my heart, drove the 
dark shadows of disappointment away, and 
the sunlight of His blessed face filled my 
soul. No human being could have sympa- 
thized with me in that way, but Jesus is 
One who knows us and therefore He, the 
blessed Savior, can sympathize with us. In 
this world many of our friends may sympa- 
thize with us, but somehow or other, their 
sympathy is so short. It lasts only for a 
little while and then they go away, negli- 
gent and cold and then perhaps their sym- 
pathy will leave us entirely, but not so with 
Jesus. His sympathy never grows cold, He 
never tires, but He is One, thank God, who 
will not only sympathize with us a little 
while now, but through the countless ages 
of eternity. Therefore, my beloved Chris- 
tian, while you are journeying to your home 
above, if you are misunderstood and others 
in this world cannot sympathize with you, 
many times because they cannot, other times 
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because they will not, remember that Jesus 
Christ is one who can sympathize with you 
at all times and one who will never refuse 
to give you all the sympathy you need. 

Third, Jesus helps us in temptation. He 
has been tempted’in all things and therefore 
He can succor others who are now tempted. 
How I thank God that Jesus Christ will not 
leave us alone in the severe trials of tempta- 
tion, but He is One who can help us in every 
temptation that comes to us. 

I remember a woman who. said to me at 
one time, “Mr. Peterson, I cannot under- 
stand why it is that I should have more 
temptation now than ever before. Last 
week I surrendered myself wholly and un- 
conditionally to Jesus Christ, but since that 
time it seems to me that I have had more 
temptations and more trials than ever be- 
fore.” “Why,” I said, “that is just what 
you must expect, the devil never cares for 
a sleepy Christian, but he is after those who 
are wide-awake and-who are entirely giving 
themselves up to: God and laying themselves 
on the altar of obedience, for a man or a 
woman who is sleepy, negligent, and careless 
in the Christian life, the devil will never 
tempt very much. Why? Because the dead 
and careless Christians belong to the devil. 
and therefore the devil takes care that he 
will not bother them too much, but as soon 
as a man will give himself wholly to God 
and surrender himself wholly—then the 
devil will come with his ferocious tempta- 
tions and try to overthow that one who is 
so faithfully and diligently serving and 
obeying God. I once heard a story about a 
preacher who dreamed he was walking down 
the country road and he came to a church 
and when he came in front of the 
church he saw the old devil sleeping out- 
side the church door. So the preacher said 
to the devil, “How is it that you are sleep- 
ing here, when they have service on the in- 
side?” -“Oh,” said the old devil, “it is true 
they. are having service on the inside, but 
these people belong to me, and so while they 
are having service on the inside, I thought - 
I would lay outside the church door and take 
a little rest.” The preacher continued his 
journeying down the road and as he ap- 
proached a certain house, he saw the devil 
and all the demons of the bottomless pit 
running around that house and the preacher 
said to the devil, “How is it that you and 
your imps are so busy here?” And the 
devil replied, “God’s children are gathered 
together here and are having a prayer- 
meeting and I must come and do all I can 
to upset the prayer-meeting and bring upon 
them all manner of temptation.” 

Just so it is, just as soon as one of God’s 
children will give himself over to Jesus and 
is living a pure, holy, and sweet Christian 
life, then the devil comes with his tempta- 
tions, but do not be afraid, Jesus has. said: 
“In the world ye shall have tribulation, but 
be of good cheer; I have overcome the 
world.” So, therefore, my beloved pilgrim, 
this morning, valued citizen of the celestial 


' city, Jesus Christ is One who shall never 


leave us, never forsake us in the time of 
temptation. And another thing, temptation _ 
is mighty good for God’s children, because 
through temptation we get nearer to God 
and we get more strength from Him. If we 


_did not have cold, we would never know 
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what heat is. If we never had sorrow, we 
would never know what joy is. ‘If 
we never had heat, we would never 
know what cold is. If we never had 
darkness, we would never know what light 
is, and if you never have any temptation 
from the devil you will never know the 
true joy and peace of God. So therefore 
every time you are tempted and you over- 
come that temptation, you will be stronger 
to meet the temptation that. the devil will 
next hurl at you. But. every time you yield 
to a temptation you are that much weaker 
to face the next one when it comes, but, oh, 
brother and sister, even in the darkest hour 
ef temptation, remember that Jesus Christ 
is standing ready to help us in the tempta- 
tion because He has promised to-let you be 
tempted, but with the temptation make a 
way of escape that you can be able to bear 
it, so therefore let us never hang our head 
when we are tempted, for through tempta- 
tion we shall press on to God, who has 
promised to help us and when God is with 
us, then, I ask you, who can be against us? 

Fourth—Jesus leads us. Oh, thank God, 
we do not have to go alone, for Jesus leads 
us. along life’s journey. He goes before us 
and when He goes before us and our eyes 
are placed upon:Him, there is no fear that 
we. shall be left behind .or that we shall 
get out of the way, for He who leads us 
has promised to take care of us. -I remem- 
ber of one time going to church when it 
had been snowing and raining during the 
night and it was quite sloppy and the snow 
was quite deep in the morning. I had no 
rubbers to wear and so I wondered how -I 
could get to the street-car without getting 
my - feet .wet, and just as I was standing 
wondering and contemplating about this, I 
saw footprints in the snow, evidently a man 
had gone that way who had worn boots, and 
he had already made the way. SoI thought 
te myself, “Well, I will just simply step 
in. his footprints and then I am sure I will 
not get wet,” and so I just put my feet in 
his footprints and continued in that way 
to the street-car, and when I reached it, 
my feet were not wet at all. Why? Simply 
because I followed in the footprints of him 
who had gone before me and so it is, my 
beloved friends, with Jesus Christ. He has 
gone the way before us ‘and now let us 
diligently seek to follow in the footsteps of 
our Master, for they lead to heaven, and 
when we are going step by step as He went, 
we are sure we shall reach the golden city. 

Mr. Moody tells a beautiful story of his 
own daughter. When she was a little girl, 
he was going out visiting one day and the 
little girl said: “Papa, may I go with 
you?” Mr. Moody answered immediately: 
“Yes, you’ may go with me.” But it had 
been raining and during the night it froze 
so it was so slippery that one could hardly 
walk on the sidewalk and as Mr. Moody 
and ‘his little girl were leaving the house, 
Mr. Moody said: “Now let me take your 
hand, so you won’t fall, bécause it is quite 
slippery.” “Oh; no, papa,” said the little 
girl, “let me take your big hand with my 
little hand and then I won’t slip or fall.” 
When they had gone but a short distance 
the little.girl commenced to slip and in the 
next instant she let go of father’s big hand 
and she fell to the sidewalk. Father took 
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his little darling up in his arms, off the 
sidewalk and said, “Now let me take you by 
the hand.” “Oh, no, papa,” said the little 
girl again, “let me take you by your little 
finger: and then I will hold on so tight that 
I won’t fall any more.” So they went on, 
but it did not take very long until the 
little girl’s feet began to slip again and 
immediately she let go of papa’s little finger 
and again she fell to the sidewalk. The 
father picked her up again and said: “Now, 
my little girl, let me take you by the hand,” 
and the little girl said, “All right, papa.” 
So papa, with his big hand, took the little 
girl’s hand and he said, “Now, we'll try.” 
And so they were walking down the street. 
Pretty soon her little feet began to slip 
again and she was about to fall, but her 
father had her hand in his big hand and 
though her feet were slipping and she was 
about to fall, he held her up. 

Oh, put your hand in Jesus’ big hand, He 
has omnipetent power and though you may 
begin to slip along life’s journey, yet Jesus 
Christ has premised to hold you up. Praise 
God for the hand of Jesus. 

Fifth—Jesus blesses us. 
bless us? He blesses us in three-different 
ways. First, He blesses us in our life— 
when we are about ‘our work or the achieve- 
ments of the day. I know a man in Chi- 
cago who was a very godly man and as he 
was walking down the street his soul began 
to be hungry for God. - Just as he was walk- 
ing down the street he poured out his soul 
to God and told God how hungry he was for 
a blessing and God, in His infinite love and 
mercy, just blessed that man then and there 
and: his soul was fed. How many times 
when you. are at your work or at the duties 
you may have, doesn’t there come a blessing 
to your soul? It fills your life and it brings 
you in contact with the atmosphere of the 
golden city. Oh, bless_God for the happy 
moments we have when the heavenly bless- 
ings come to our life. Brother and sister, 
live so at all times that Jesus can bless 
you. But if you have sin in your life, if you 
are tolerating evil: things, then the blessing 
of Christ can never rest upon you, but 
when your life is clean and no secluded sins 
are in your heart, then the blessing can 
come. Oh, thank God for the richness of 
His precious leve. 

And then He blesses us in our prayer-life. 
Oh, what prayer-life means to me! I re- 
member some years ago'when I used to get 
up in the morning with-the rest of the 
household were still in bed: Frequently 
when I went to bed I would ask God to 
wake me at one or two o’clock in the morn- 
ing, and God-did:so. Then I would leave 
my bed and get down on‘ my knees and talk 
to my blessed Savior.- I shall never forget 
the unspeakable joy which my soul received 
in the early morning prayer. Oh, brother, 
oh, sister, if your prayer-life has been care- 
less, I ask you in the name of Jesus Christ 
this morning to ask God to forgive you, for 
in your prayer hour is where the blessing 
of God will rest upon you and Jesus Christ 
will fill your soul with such joy as you 
will never experience at any other time ex- 
cept in the sweet hour of prayer. 

I remember a janitor in a certain church. 
He asked me if I ever got down on my knees 
and let Jesus talk to me, without my saying 
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a word to Him. I was ashamed and said: 
“No. I have never done that.” Then he 
opened a door which led into a little room 
and he said, “Mr. Peterson, in this little 
dark room I often get down on my knees 
for several hours at a time and I just let 
God talk to me, and I have received some 
wonderful. blessings in there.” I thought 
to myself, “I am going to try that and just 
let God talk to me.” Brother, sister, if you 
never. receive or experience any joy in that 
way, I would advise you to try it, for in the 
hour of prayer there is a sweetness un- 
speakable and full of glory. 
Again, God-blesses us in our Bible-read- 
ing. -l am afraid we have let down a great 
deal on that. The Bible to-day is a Book 
which we read but very little, but I want 
te tell you, my friend, this morning, that 
if you want to be blessed, read your Bible 
because God reveals Himself through that 
blessed Word and the more you know about 
the Bible, the more you will know about 
God and the less you know about the holy 
oracles, the less you will know of the Lord. 
If you want joy, if you want blessing, if 
you want something to. live on, have a 
special hour in the morning when you read . 
the Bible and study it, because in that way 
it not only brings blessing to us, but opens. 
our understanding, it opens our heart to 
God more than at any other time. I re- 
member I had just closed a series of meet- 
ings in one of the mountain towns of Colo- 
rado. I got up at five o’clock in the morning 
because I was going to take an early train. 
I had some time to spare before my break- . 
fast was ready, so I sat down and opened 
my Bible to the first chapter of Hebrews 
and I sat down and read. It just seemed 
to me that the Holy Spirit illuminated my 
mind, and opened my understanding to the 
first six chapters of Hebrews as I never un- 
derstood them before and all that blessed 
day I meditated upon the precious truth as 
the Holy Spirit revealed it to me. It was 
meat and drink to my soul. Oh, friend, let 
me tell you this morning, read the Bible, 
for in that precious Book God will and has 
revealed Himself to those who read it. 


Sizxth—Jesus gives you strength in every 
time of need. .That is another thing which 
Jesus is doing for us now. Oh, how often 
do we not need special strength from the 
blessed Lord Jesus Christ! Every time you - 
need special strength for special tempta- 
tions, Jesus gives that special strength to 
you. I one time heard of a woman who was. 
a great complainer. Whenever she heard 
of other people passing through severe trials. - 
or when life’s heavy burden was resting - 
upon them very heavily, she would always 
say, “I could never stand that.” One 
time her little boy took sick and he was 
hanging between life and death for several... 
weeks. Some one came to her and said: 
“How can you stand it?” “Oh,” she said, » 
“why that is nothing! I haven’t laid down. 
on the bed for over three weeks and yet. lL. - 
don’t feel tired and weary. I could sit by- 
my boy constantly. and watch over him, be~ . 
cause God has given me. strength for the 
special trial that has fallen upon me.” Oh,-- 
brother and sister, when you hear of others-. 
passing through great trials, remember‘that: - 
special strength perhaps is given them and 
when it comes to your turn to bear special 








278 (14) 
trials, there will be special strength for 
that time even for you. Sometimes you 
may. say, “Oh, the cross is so heavy to 
bear!” but, brother, sister, there is. special 
strength for you. Sometimes the dark 
shadows of discouragements may hang over 
your head, but, brother, there is special 
strength for you to bear the trials. Some- 
times sorrow may penetrate your soul, but 
what of that? There will be special strength 
for that also, and therefore let us journey 
with, our eyes set. towards our heavenly 
home, knowing that nothing shall befall us 
that is hard to bear, but what Jesus, our 
elder brother, is going to give us special 
strength when the time comes that we shall 
need. it, 

Seventh and last—Jesus is preparing 2 
mansion for us, a home for rest and joy. 
Oh; my friend, how that fills me with joy 
unspeakable and full of glory to think of the 
home which is being prepared when we come 
to the end of our journey. Not that I want 
to die, I want to live just as long as I pos- 
sibly can and God can use me. I do not 
want to die as yet. I want to live in this 
old sin-cursed world and be an enemy to the 
old devil and I want to do as much damage 
to the kingdom of the devil, that old cloven- 
footed, fork-tailed scamp, as I possibly can. 
Oh, no, I don’t want to go to heaven yet, 
I want to be on the battle-field just as long 
as God would have me and I want to work 
just as faithfully and diligently as I pos- 
sibly can. I do not want to lay my armor 
down, no, by no means, I want to be a 
soldier of the Lord Jesus Christ. I hope 
you are not one of these many Christians 
who are going to heaven in a rocking chair 
with folded hands, singing, “In the Sweet 
By and By.” No, sir, it is true that Jesus 
Christ is preparing a home for us, but I do 
not want to go to that home yet. I long 
to do more for Him who loved me and pur- 
chased me with His own precious blood. 
There are many folks who say to me, “Mr. 
Peterson, how long do you expect to live 
in this world?” I tell them, “I don’t know 
and I don’t care.” They may say, “Well, 
if you continue to preach the way you do, 
you can never live long, you will wear your- 
self out.” Again I tell them, “I would 
sooner wear out than rust away, for God 
Almighty hates these old sleepy, deadhead, 
good-for-nothing Christians, but He wants 
a live woman, a live man to be soldiers of 
the cross and then when I have worked 
faithfully and honestly and diligently in this 
world, then when God sees fit to call me 
home, I shall enter into that mansion of 
rest and joy which my elder Brother, Jesus, 
is away preparing for me now, but as long 
as I am in this world, I am going to fight 
the good fight and try to win as many lost 
men or lost women for Jesus Christ as I 
possibly can. Let us work while it is day, 
for night cometh when no man can work 
and then when God calls us home after we 
have been on the battle-field many years, 
then we can go home singing a psalm of vic- 
tory and cast our anchor into the bosom of 
our blessed Lord and the gates of heaven 
will swing. open. before us and. the. Holy 
angels:.of. God .and the loved. ones of that 
blessed city will join in the chorus, “Hal- 
lelujah: to the Lamb, here comes. another 
soldier, here is another pilgrim, here is one 
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STRAY THOUGHTS 


Facts and Forces in Their Beginnings 
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who has been true and faithful to the bless- 
ed Lord and the Savior.” 

Brother, sister, if you have been lazy and 
negligent, I ask you in the name of Jesus, 
wake up for the cause of Christ, wake up 
for the cause. of perishing souls, wake up 
for the harvest is great and the. laborers 
are few, wake up while you have this glori- 
ous opportunity of being a soul-winner. for 
the. Master and do what you can and.then 
at last when your day’s. work is over and 
finished in this world, God shall say, “Well 
done, thou good and faithful servant, enter 
thou into the joy of the Lord,” and then 
you may enter into those mansions which 
Jesus Christ is away preparing for us now. 
Amen, 


THE WAR BACILLI 
BY STANLEY WILSON 


In the vegetable world provision has been 
wisely made for the decomposition and re- 
moval of all dead plants through the agency 
of certain bacteria and fungi. If it were 
not so, dead vegetation would soon pile up 
and leave no space for live, fruitful plants. 

In the spiritual world, to which man be- 
longs, provision is also made; for the re- 
moval of those who become dead in tres- 
passes in sin. This is accomplished through 
certain diseases which are the direct result 
of sin.and intemperance. If it were not 
thus, wicked men would live through a long 
lifetime cursing their Creator and corrupt- 
ing all that. is good. It should be noticed 
that as decay germs have no effect on living, 
healthy plants, neither do diseases which 
are the result of sin have any effect on the 
true Christian. 

There are times when the slow process 
of disease must be accelerated by the swifter 
agency of war to check the power of wicked 
rulers (Matt. 3: 10). 

We cannot help but think the present war 
is God’s means of purifying certain nations. 
Formality in religious worship, skepticism, 
and sensuality have destroyed the higher 
spiritual life in so many of our. so-called 
Christian nations. In our own beloved 
country we cannot help but notice the im- 


modesty of woman’s dress. and the: increas- 
ing popularity of the dance. When we al- 
low. the. spiritual, life to die out of. our, 
churches, we may rest. assured these sensual 
pleasures. will quickly take.its place, for, we. 
are sowing continually. to either the flesh 
or the. Spirit (Gal, 6: 8). 

Whether the war will remove any of 
these evil tendencies or not remains. to be. 
seen. 

It. is said that social conditions have 
greatly. improved in France since the war 
began. If King Alcohol is dethroned in our 
own country, and if women are given their 
rightful place in the ballot, both maybe. 
justly attributed to the war, 

Surely so gigantic an affair as this, war 
could not come to pass without God having 
a hand and purpose in it and as He does 
all things well, it is.our firmest conviction 
that great good will be the final outcome 
of it. 

Fletcher, Ohio. 


NOT FORGOTTEN! 

When the laborer sees the setting ofthe, 
sun, that is no sign that he does not still 
love his brethren or that he does not, still 
appreciate appreciation. From this view- 
point the following letter to Dr. and Mrs. 
Bishop is highly prized: 

PoNcE, P. R., Feb, 24, 1918. 


Dr. J. G. Bishop, 
Dayton, Ohio. 
Dear Sir :—The members of the Christian 
Conference of Porto. ae i now assembled 
in Ponce, and, Mrs.. 
Bishop, and wish. to ee eir gratitude. 
to you for P oy! devotion to, the interest of 
missions. We feel that it was largely due 
to your efforts and prayers that the various. 
churehes of our. conference. have been. or- 
ganined, and we pray 
lessings may abide with 
Fraternally — 


M, E, MARTINEZ, ; 
OLIvE G. WILLIAMS, 
Committee, 


Don’t argue with the inevitable. The on- 
ly argument available with an east wind is: 
to put on your overcoat.—Exchange. 
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NEWS OF’ GENERAL INTEREST IN THE SECULAR WORLD 


——Good for the girls! ‘The United 
States, having 200,000 trained nurses al- 
“ready and 13,000 more being graduated an- 
hually, Surgeon-General Gorgas advised the 
Senate to-day that supply of nurses for the 
army is adequate.—Virginian Pilot. 


——-Lord Rhondda sends word that unless 
the United States is‘able to send the Allies 
75,000,000 bushels of wheat over and more 
than the amount that has been sent up to 
January 1, he cannot assure us that there 
will be enough food to win the war. 


—Porto Rico became ‘dry recently, fol- 
lowing an act of Congress, which the refer- 
‘éndum Mast July failed to repeal. This act 
“prohibits the importation, manufacture, and 
sale or gift of intoxicating liquors or drugs. 
‘As the proprietors had disposed of much of 
‘their’ géods, many of the saloons were closed 
before the time fixed for the law to go into 
effect.—American Issue. 


——A flour famine is’ predicted by July 1 
and unless the wheat crop comes in good by 
that time, the famine’ will last for’a year. 
Food Administrators in’ Indiana are refus- 
ing to let any flour milled there to leave 
that State, thus leaving many bakers almost 
without flour. It is said that housewives 
are the main violators of the’ food ‘admin- 
istration order requiring the-use of substi- 
tutes in baking bread. -Let -us all bea 
little more conserving. 


——tThe necessary requirements of sugar 
for preserving purposes during the coming 
season will be able to be obtained for all 
manufacturers of essential food- products. 
This was announced recently by the Mis- 
Souri division of the Food Administration. 
The above applies to packers of condensed 
milk, fruits, and vegetables for their pres- 
ervation where sugar is necessary, as well 
as to the housewife for use in the preserv- 
‘ing season. It is believed that when the 
car shortage is relieved, supplies of sugar 
will be available for necessary preservation 
purposes.—The Christian Evangelist. 


—It tan’ plainly be seen from the fol- 
lowing that the United States sdldiers are 
not all Catholics, nor are’ a’ great’ per cent. 
of'them. The United Presbyterian shows: 
100,000 Presbyterian boys enrolled in the 
‘National “Army; 40 ministers working in 
cantoninents and camps, as pastors in ad- 
dition ‘to those aiding the Y. M. C. A. The 
Lutheran Church has 105,000 men in the 
camps. It maintains 26 camp pastors and 
84 army and navy chaplains, ‘who are ‘also 
®ivirig Hid ‘to 'the Lutheran churches in the 
neighborhood of ‘the ¢amps. Other denomi- 
lations are pushing the work in the same 
Way —The Menace. 


—€aptain Louis Beguad, of the French 
Navy, recently Said that arrangements have 
been completed between the Fren¢h govern- 
ment ‘whereby the American ‘steaniships 
furnished by this country will be exchangéd 
for ‘French ‘sailing “ships. “Many of the 
French ‘sailing ships have’ already ‘arrived 
on’this' side of the “Aflantic, to purste ‘this 
every day. ‘The French ships are loatied on 


‘a basis of two tons of Bailing ship for one 


ton of steamship space. We also find that 
many American ships are how working uh- 
der the French government, in foreign 
trade, having been sent “over there” for the 
purpose of completing the bargain of loan 
and exchange.—Virginia Pilot. 


—wWe owe great thanks to our meatless 
days. The meat and dairy exports of Amer- 
ica last year were worth more than $400,- 
000,000, while the year before the war be- 
gan they were worth less than $150,000,000. 
Although figures owe some of their size to 
increase in price, nevertheless the quantity 
exported is much greater. Fresh beef, that 
went to our allies, increased from 6,394,000 
pounds in 1914 to 197,181,000 pounds in 
1917; canned beef from 8,465,000 pounds to 
67,577,000; hams from 166,000,000 pounds 
to 267,000,000; fresh pork from 2,668,000 
pounds to 50,429,000; butter from 3,694,000 
pounds to 26,825,000; and cheese from 2,- 
428,000 pounds to 66,087,000, while other 
exports raised in quantity proportionately. 
—Youth’s Comptnion. 


——There has been appropriated for war 
purposes the following: $277,732,000 for 
bombs ‘and airplanes; $100,000,000 for 
quartermaster storage ‘ plants on the sea 
coast and at interior points, and $81,000,000 
for field, mountain, siege, and other artil- 
lery, in addition to the billion dollars that 
have already been spent for ordnance and 
contracting authorization for $79,000,000 
additional. No doubt, if only a very small 
per cent. of the money which has been spent 
on the war had been spent in Christian 
teaching and preaching, the war - never 
would have occurred. It is wondered wheth- 
er after the war it will be considered an 
offense to ask a man to contribute a dollar 
a year to lay the foundations of a civiliza- 
tion that may be able to live without war. 
—Zion’s Advocate. 


London, England—The farmers are 
assured of obtaining a plentiful supply of 
seed wheat since the food ministry an- 
nounces that it has made the Wheat (Seed) 
Order for 1918. No person in the United 
Kingdom (until further notice) may use 
for ‘any purpose other than seed, 
the varieties White Marvel, Red Marvel, 
and ‘April Bearded, grown in the British 
Islands, or in Ireland, a variety known as 
Red Fife. No person may buy or acquire 
wheat of these varieties, while this restric- 
tion is on, unless he ordinarily deals in 
them and obtains them for seed. This order 
does not apply to wheat which is unfit for 
seed by any person authorized by the food 
controller or respective agricultural depart- 
ments for England, Scotland, or Ireland.— 
The Virginian Pilot. 





——It is ifiterésting to find that work in 
France was not so hard to ¢arry on as had 
beén éxpected “at first, since’poverty is not 
fampant and ‘when helped the ‘people ‘are 
more than willing to help therfiselves. ‘The 
greatest difficulty encdiintered ‘in ‘the ‘anti- 
tubercilosis campaign “was in ‘seéuring 
buildings for the ‘hospital work. ‘However, 
the American ‘Red ‘Croés ‘s6on solved this 


problem by finishing several apartment 
buildings, supplying by labor and money, 
which was necessary for the work. The 
werk of preventing the terrible disease 
among children goes hand in hand with that 
of the adults. The French people take great 
interest in the children’s campaign and have 
produced the best set of posters and educa- 
tional propaganda that have ever béen pre- 
pared in this tuberculosis campaign. We 
feel that the American Red Cross is cer- 
tainly doing its duty in France.—The Meth- 
odist Recorder. 


———For the purpose of deepening and 
widening the channel of the Elizabeth River, 
from the flavy yard to the sea, dredging 
has been 66mmenéed. One dredge has been 
started and othé¥s are about ready to begin 
work. The engineer in charge, Gen. P. C. 
Haina,’ said the increase in size of ship 6on- 
struction had been the neéessity of making 
this exilargement in the site of the canal. 
The new @hannel, when completed, will be 
750 to 1,000 feet in width and about forty 
feet deep. After the first dredge, the chaii- 
nel will be about forty feet deep and ap- 
proximately 100 feet wide. The Kennedy, 
a dredge owned by the Maryland Bridging 
and Construction Company, is expected to 
arrive on the work within the next few 
days. It is one of the greatest dredges ever 
built and will dredge rock. During the first 
month it has been said that 200,000 yards 
would be removed and during part of the 
second month the removal will be made at 
the same tate. However, after that time 
the work will be done at the rate of 400,000 
cubic yards per month. The channel from 
the navy yard to Hampton Roads is expect- 
ed to be completed by the latter part of 
July. —Virginian Pilot. 


——In Ramsey, England, a little country 
town near Peterborough, great interest has 
been aroused by the discovery of paraffin. 
In two days between 1,200 and 1,500 pounds 
have been raised. It was first discovered 
at a pump which was being pumped vigor- 
ously to maintain a flow of water after a 
hard frost. The liquid which was finally 
faised seemed to have a gréasy nature and 
smelled very strongly of paraffin. It was 
all collected in most every kind of recep- 
tacle’ available, and after being tested was 
found to work an oil engine in_a garage 
and to burn in a common paraffin lamp. 
After some little time another well about 
fifty yards away was found to be yielding 
oil of a similar kind, and also petroleum 
jelly. The oil was found about two o’clock 
in the afternoon and 500 gallons had been 
pumped by five o’clock in the evening. The 
pumping was continuéd by the light of 
lamps. It doesn’t require as much of this oil 
as it does of ordinary kind. “Heretofore, 
there “iad been a scarcity of oil in this 
neighborhood, but now there will be plenty, 
much to the delight of the people. It can 
be bought for two cents a gallon for motor 
works, farm engines, and other purposes. 
These Wells have Hot been used for some 
time, since they were located ‘in a peat. dis- 
trict ahd’ for several years. have~ given off a 
fatty substance. 
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The Moreland, Indi- 


ana, Christian church, 
Rev. Clark B. Kershner, 
pastor, remits $10 for 
the Chaplain Fund and 
$40.53 for The Conven- 


tion, 


ot a BD 


Has your church made its offering to The 
American Christian Convention for this 
year? If not, won’t you please see that it 
The 
work is growing, the expenses are increas- 
ing, and for a single church to fail in its 
Neither 
you nor your church can afford to overlook 
this offering. Please see that it is taken. 


is done at the earliest possible time? 
offering is a serious experience. 


KHAKI BIBLES 


BIBLE House, ASTOR PLACE, 
NEW YorRK, March 5, 1918. 
Rev. J. F. Burnett, D. D. 
The American Christian 
Convention, 
Dayton, Ohio. 

Deak Sir:—The continuation of the war, 
and the calling out of additional forces, 
lays further responsibility on us for supply- 
ing additional khaki Testaments. We are 
grateful for the $5.00 received for this pur- 
pose through you from the Christian 
Church. 

Testimony to the value of this work in- 
creases daily. 

With cordial thanks for assistance in car- 
rying it on, I am, 

Sincerely yours, 
L. B. CHAMBERLAIN, 
Recording Secretary. 


ALL RIGHT, I WON’T 


FAIRVIEW, IND., March 7, 1918. 


Rev. J. F. Burnett: 

I will send you a five, if you will not send 
me. a Reminder. We only have preaching 
twice a month, and in December, when the 
offering should have been taken, both church 
days were bad, and we had small crowds, so 
our pastor waited for abettertime. Thenthat 
dreadful cold weather, and we. did not have 
services through January and February, so, 
as this is the month for the Forvign Mission 
Cell; I proposed‘ to our Ladies’ Aid that we 
make an offering for The American Chris- 


tian Convention, and leave the field clear 
for the foreign mission offering: Always 
sorry that every offering is not larger. We 
want it credited to the church. 
Yours in His name, 
MINNIE BEEMAN. 


A LETTER TO MR. REMINDER 


My Dear Mr. REMINDER:—Your last let- 
ter is before me; that is to say the last one 
I have received. It may be that you will 
write again—you often do. The good Book 
tells us that the last shall be first and the 
first shall be last. Were anything of the 
kind said of your letters, it should be, and 
the last was worse than the first. Your 
artistic tracing of the old-time worm fence 
in that weird, mysterious style of yours, 
adorning the corners as you have done with 
beautiful cryptograms, has stirred within 
me fond memories of the days of the long, 
long ago. I know, Mr. Reminder, that we 
cannot determine genius, nor judge charac- 
ter by penmanship, for I write q beautiful, 
flowing hand, using the free-arm movement, 
which adjusts itself more easily to my make 
of typewriter than any other movement 
known to science. The make of my type- 
writer is Blickensderfer, and is recommend- 
ed to ministers for several defects, and one 
or two more, which occur at regular inter- 
vals. I have been told that they could be 
purchased on the installment plan. . But, 
te return and go back, You tell me that 
you have joined the conference and have 
been licensed to preach, and you ask me 
what I think of your fitness for the place, 
and for a list of pulpit themes, or sermon 
topics, so to speak. Well, Mr. Reminder, I 
had thought many things about you at 
sundry times and in divers manners, but 
never once did I ever think of you being a 
preacher. Surely, 


God moves in a mysterious way 
His wonders to perform, 


that is, if He had anything to do with your 
call to the ministry. But to return and go 
back. I will say, Mr. Reminder, from my 
long and intimate acquaintance with you 
by correspondence, that you would succeed 
as a blacksmith, a butcher (I do not mean 
of the English language, but just the 
ordinary kind), or even as a Pullman por- 
ter, for you possess in an eminent degree the 
fine sensibilities of these several professions, 
but-I fear for you as a preacher—I really 
do, Mr. Reminder. You know as well as I, 
that you are now past middle life, and are 
likely to remain so as long as you live, and 
that fact is not wholly in your favor. Then, 
too, Mr. Reminder, you have a constitution 
which would endure a much easier time, 
and a larger salary than the churches are 
likely to. provide, and the result. might .be 
disappointing. Yes, I know, Mr. Reminder, 
that-you possess a great measure of dignity 
—such as it is—but you must remember 
that dignity will not hold out-beyond twenty 
minutes *on ordinary occasions; and not 
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Seeretary 
REV. J. F. BURNETT, D. D. 
Dayton, Ohie . 


above twenty-two minutes on special days. 
Dignity well becomes a wooden Indian, and 
meets all the demands of his arduous serv- 


ice, but the man who wants to hold a crowd 
and draw a salary, had better not depend 
upon it after the first six months of his 
public service. If the dignity is of the 
popular pattern, it might be laid away and 
used again in old age. People can endure 
it longer on an old man than on a young 
one. A vacant stare and a crumpled voice 
may endure for a night, but sorrow. cometh 
in the morning. Indeed, the end draweth 
nigh, and the preacher who clothes himself 
with dignity and a long-tailed coat, will find 
himself weighed in the balance and found 
wanting. And I know, Mr. Reminder, that 
you have burned the midnight oil, and some 
other things as well, and that you have ac- 
cumulated a stock of sayings that no mortal 
man can understand—no, not even the 
youngest of us all—and which, when you 
work off on your innocent hearers, make 
them respect you and feel unhappy. But, 
Mr. Reminder, if you are going to preach 
and draw a princely salary, you had better 
not be an accommodation train, loaded up 
with the products of other men’s brains, 
which you unload upon your unprotected 
and defenseless hearers. But, to return and 
go back, te your second, request, which is 
for pulpit themes, or sermon topics, so to 
speak. I never put myself forward, Mr. 
Reminder, as you know, but upon the sub- 
pect now under consideration I feel moved 
to make a few feeble remarks. This is an 
age of intense thinking, strenuous activity, 
tireless energy, rapid change, expert testi- 
mony, short dresses, base hypocrisy, cold 
materialism, efficient efficiency, shammy 
shams, open deceit, gigantic _ enterprises, 
stupendous undertakings, false standards, 
low and contemptibly mean ideals, and one 
or two other things which need not now be 
mentioned. An age in which preachers 
descant on reaching the masses, but the 
masses refuse to be reached. An age, Mr. 
Reminder, when the spiritual and eternal 
realities take second place, if place they 
take at all, while bodily comforts, physical 
provision, safety first, adultery, fornication, 
and corrupt social standards, are abroad in 
the land. Now when our Lord met such 
conditions as these there was a strain of 
indignation in His voice, a fierceness in His 
tone, and a terror in His teaching. The 
things that were highly esteemed by the 
world He broadly and terrifically asserted 
were an abomination in the sight of the 
Lord. In all the history of speech, there 
never was a polemic so scathing, so utterly 
annihilating, as was His against the sins 
of the multitudes, and no language ‘was ever 
so withering as was His, when He poured 
out His soul like red-hot, burning, scalding, 
scorching lava, in a torrent of words de- 
nouncing the life and work of the scribes; 
the Pharisees, and. the -hypocrites. - Jesus 
was an up-to-date preacher, ‘dealing with ° 
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men and conditions as He found them in 
daily life. But you must remember, Mr. 
Reminder, that He lived in the long ago— 
in an age that is gone, and that the changes 
time has wrought in human society demand 
of preachers to-day a different type and 
tone of preaching. The world is hungering 
for a discussion on the phylactery of the 
High Priest, and the broadness of the border 
of his garment. Never mind the world 
war, Mr. Reminder, never mind the sea of 
blood in which the broken hearts of weeping 
mothers are seen floating; never mind the 
tyranny of capital; never mind the hunger, 
the cold, and the sickness or suffering hu- 
manity; never mind the trials of the poor; 
never mind the unspeakable crimes of 
Satan-bound men and devil-spirited women, 
as they ply their nefarious trade in human 
bodies; never mind the awful crimes of men 
in .|high life, and women of the first fam- 
ilies; never mind that the voluptuousness of 
human society to-day shames and sickens 
the beasts of the field; never mind the sea 
of death which runs out from the accursed 
saloon; never mind the intrigue, the deceit, 
and the trickery of commercial pirates; 
never mind the social crimes that wreak 
with human rottenness; never mind that 
much of that which passes for good society 
is the nauseating stench of the rotten life 
of diseased bodies; never mind any of these 
things, Mr. Reminder, just tell the multi- 
tudes of the phylacteries; prove to them the 
color of the priestly robe; show them con- 
clusively that the whale swallowed Jonah, 
and the river Jordan emptied into the Dead 
Sea; prove to them that the cross on which 
our Redeemer hung was made of wood—real 
wood—Mr. Reminder, and the multitudes 
will hear you gladly and many will turn to 
righteousness as the stars forever and for- 
ever. 


THE CHRISTIAN ANNUAL 


UPprerR BLACK Eppy, PA., 
February 27, 1918. 
Rev. J. F. Burnett, Sec’y A. C. C., 
Dayton, Ohio. 

DEAR SIR AND BROTHER:—I want to 
thank you for the fine work on the new 
Annual that has just arrived. Best yet, 
though its predecessors have been quite 
worthy. What a priceless boon it might be, 
and would become, to some thousands of 
church officials and laymen, if they would 
buy it each year, and read it thoroughly (it 
would make some preachers wake up, too!). 

B. F. HOAGLAND. 





Order The Annual of The Christian Pub- 
lishing Association, Dayton, Ohio. Price 50 
cents postpaid. 


THANK YOU, BROTHER PITMAN 


Rev. A. R. Garland, of Belle Grove, Mary- 
land, sent ten dollars, saying: “This is 
from Brother John Pitman, brother to Mrs. 
John H. Barney. He wants three dollars 
to go to foreign missions, three to home 
missions, and four to the Convention.” It 
has been so distributed and receipt mailed. 
The writer does not recall any definite time 
when, if at all, he met Brother Pitman, but 
he remembers the sister, in whose home he 
received a real hearty Christian welcome, 
and was made comfortable for the days 
he tarried therein. Mrs. Barney was rich 
in the fine sensibilities of true womanhood, 


impressive in personality, and wonderfully 
gifted in prayer. The gift of her brother 
revives the memory of her life and service, 
and justifies this mention of her worthiness, 
and it is a blessing to us all to know that 
her brother continues his service and his 
interest in the church of his childhood. May 
blessings ever be upon him and his. 


SUNDAY SCHOOLS 


Rev. Walton C. Wicker, A. M., Litt. D., See’y 
Elon College, N. C. 


Lesson for March 31, 1918 











JESUS OUR EXAMPLE IN SERVICE 
(Review Lesson) 
Read Phil. 2: 1-11 





Golden Text—Have this mind in you, 
which was also in Christ Jesus.—Phil. 2: 5. 





Daily Readings 

Monday, March 25—Jesus Our Example 
in Service. Phil. 2: 1-11. 

Tuesday, March 26—John Prepares the 
Way for Jesus. Mark 1:1-11; Jesus Be 
gins His Work. Mark 1: 12-20. 

Wednesday, March 27—Jesus at Work. 
Mark 1: 21-45; Jesus Forgiving Sin. Mark 
2: 1-12; Jesus Lord of the Sabbath. Mark 
2: 18-3: 6. 

Thursday, March 28—Jesus Chooses the 
Twelve. Mark 3: 7-35. 

Friday, March 29—Jesus Teaching by 
Parables—Four Kinds of Ground. Mark 
4: 1-20; Jesus Teaching by Parables—The 
Growth of the Kingdom. Mark 4: 21-34. 

Saturday, March 30—Jesus Bringing 
Peace. Mark 4:35-5:20; Jesus Restoring 
Life and Death. Mark 5: 21-43. 

Sunday, March 31—Jesus Sending Forth 
the Twelve. Mark 6: 1-31; Jesus Minister- 
ing to the Multitude. Mark 6: 32-56. 





Introduction 


We have studied during the present quar- 
ter the events of Christ’s life covering a 
period over two years. John’s preaching be- 
gan during the summer of A. D. 26, and the 
last lesson occurred in April, A. D. 29. Dur- 
ing this time John began his work, bearing 
witness of Christ, whom he baptized. He 
was imprisoned on account of reproving 
Herod and was afterward beheaded. Jesus 
afterward retired to’ the wilderness and 
planned the establishment of the kingdom, 
performed his first miracle at Cana, visited 
Jerusalem, and did many wonderful works 
in Judea and about Jerusalem, returned to 
Galilee and selected His twelve disciples, 
who were to become His witnesses, and 
preached the Sermon on the Mount as the 
foundation of the kingdom. Thus He began 
the redemption of the race, the greatest con- 
structive work of the ages. He pushed 
ahead in the face of bitter opposition and 
persecution; without resentment or hatred, 
He sought to win men to the higher and 
better spiritual life. 





Lesson Review 
I. JOHN PREPARES THE WAY FOR JESUS. 
Golden Text—Behold the Lamb of God 
that taketh away the sin of the world.— 
John 1: 29. 


THE HERALD OF GOSPEL LIBERTY (17) 281 


Jesus was recognized as the Savior of the 
world and the Redeemer of man. He was to 
be crucified as the lamb was slain for a sin 
offering. John called attention to Him and 
His mission and His method of saving men 
from sin. 


II. Jesus Becrns His WorRK. 


Golden Text—Repent ye, and believe in 
the gospel.—Mark 1: 15. 

Repentance was preached by John that 
people might prepare the way in their 
hearts for the incoming of the King. Re- 
pentance means change of mind, change of 
thought, feeling, and will, towards God, to- 
wards man, and towards self. No man is 
prepared to believe in a practical way the 
gospel of Jesus Christ until he repents. Re- 
pentance abandons the past, belief appro- 
priates the future; both mean a better ad- 
justment to God as the spiritual environ- 
ment of the soul for a larger, fuller, richer 
life—the more abundant life. 


Ill. JESUS AT WORK. 


Golden Text—We must work the works of 
him that sent me, while it is day.—John 
9: 4, 

Jesus had His appointed work in the plan 
of salvation. He went into the synagogues 
teaching and His fame spread abroad so 
that many came to Him to be healed. The 
best test of religion is how it works. When 
a man’s religion proves to be genuine by 
the test of service, it is approved by those 
who need service. There is no higher test 
of truth than that of wider experience and 
Jesus stood this test throughout His earthly 
career. 


IV. JeEsuS FORGIVING SIN. 


Golden Text—The Son of man hath au- 
thority on earth to forgive sins—Mark 
2: 10. 

Jesus had the power and authority to heal 
the body and the mind from all the sources 
of death and restore both to living condi- 
tions. The eager multitudes which thronged 
Him gives us the best evidence of the valua- 
tion of Him and His work. A concrete 
demonstration of His claim was seen in 
healing the man sick of the palsy. He 
called down His carping critics by the dem- 
onstration of His authority and power. 
Wider experience proved His claim and 
closed the mouths of His critics. This is 
the argument with which the critics of 
Christianity, try it, or try it out, as we 
often say, and if it stands the test, the re- 
ligious life is approved. 


V. Jesus LORD OF THE SABBATH. 


Golden Text—The Son of man is Lord 
even of the sabbath.—Mark 2: 28. 


The law of the Sabbath was made for the 
well-being of man. It was never intended 
to be so observed as to injure man. Any law 
may be so interpreted as to fail to express 
the fundamental principle, and when such a 
conflict occurs the principles rather than the 
law should be followed. In every case 
wherein Jesus acted contrary to the letter 
of the law of the Sabbath, He acted for 
mercy and service to mankind. When im- 
mediate mercy demands the violation of a 
law whose only existence is mercy, then 
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it is duty to observe the spirit of the law 
rather than the letter. 


VI. JESUS CHOOSES THE TWELVE. 


Golden Text—He appointed twelve that 
they might be with him, and that he might 
send them forth to preach.—Mark 3: 14. 

This lesson tells us about a highly fav- 
ored class of ministerial students, a great 
Teacher, with a great personality, who edu- 
cated for service with a definite end in view. 
His method of instruction and his subject 
matter were thoroughly practical. He 
taught by showing how to preach to the mul- 
titudes, by following preaching, by rebuk- 
ing evil spirits, and refuting false charges, 
following theory with practice, abstract dis- 
cussion with concrete example, making ap- 
plication of the truth to the real needs of 
man. When we study His life in this spirit 
we shall know its greatest value as a model 
for the instruction of the Christian worker, 
religious teacher, and spiritual leader. 


VII. JESUS TEACHING BY PARABLES— 
Four KINDS OF GROUND. 

Golden Text—Take heed therefore how 
ye hear.—Luke 8: 18. 


Jesus made great use of symbolic teach- 
ing, drawing lessons from some of the most 
common and familiar things in life. He 
illustrated the sowing of His word by the 
familiar scene of the sower. There are four 
kinds of soil representing four kinds of 
hearers. All hearers may be classified un- 
der one of these types. It would be a good 
thing for each pupil to find his own class 
and see himself in the light of this lesson. 


VIII. JESUS TEACHING BY PARABLES— 
THE GROWTH OF THE KINGDOM. 


Golden Text—The earth shall be full of 
the knowledge of Jehovah, as the waters 
cover the sea.—Isa. 11: 9. 


This prophecy has been a source of in- 
spiration to Christian people since its utter- 
ance, and though the present world situation 
seems discouraging for a speedy fulfilment, 
yet the revealing power of the kingdom, with 
its constant forces and general trend of 
progress since the Christian era make us 
enthusiastic, hopeful, and optimistic. Right 
will prevail and we shall win if we are true 
to God. Philosophy, reason, history, and re- 
ligion point to the triumph of righteousness 
and human liberty. 


IX. JESUS BRINGING PEACE. 


Golden Text—Jehovah hath done great 
things for us, whereof we are glad.—Ps. 
126: 3. 


The supreme purpose of Christ’s minis- 
try upon the earth is universal peace, peace 
within the individual soul because of unity 
with God, peace among individuals because 
of community life, and peace among na- 
tions because of the triumph of righteous- 
ness and the conscious recognition of a 
common brotherhood among mankind. Christ 
shall conquer Satan; Christianity shall sub- 
due sin. 


X. JESUS RESTORING LIFE AND HEALTH. 

Golden Text—Himself took our infirmities, 
and bare our diseases.—Matt. 8: 17. 

I am come that they might have life and 
that they might have it more abundantly. 
In Him was life and the life was the light 
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of men. To live in harmony with Him is 
life. This is life eternal that they might 
know thee the only true God, and Jesus 
Christ whom thou hast sent. Life is perfect 
adaptation with the life giving environment 
which is found in God through Jesus Christ 
by faith. 


XI. JESUS SENDING FORTH THE TWELVE. 

Golden Text—Freely ye received, freely 
give.—Matt. 10: 8. 

Special power is given unto us in our sal- 
vation and special instruction is given to us 
in our spiritual training, and we should im- 
part this salvation and spiritual training to 
others that our religious life may be of 
service to mankind. What use or excuse is 
a useless religion? God destroys every use- 
less thing in His creation and has no place 
for selfish Christians in His kingdom. We 
shall have to report to Him the result of 
our service. 


XII. JESUS MINISTERING TO THE MULTI- 
TUDE. 


Golden Text—The Son of man came not 
to be ministered unto, but to minister, and 
to give His life a ransom for many.—Matt. 
20: 28. 

The supreme spirit and purpose of the 
gospel is service. There is no other excuse 
for Christ’s coming to the earth and He 
proved His.worth and worthiness by service 
and the world approves His teachings and 
the validity of His kingdom through service. 
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CHRISTIAN ENDEAVOR 


W. A. Harper, LL. D. ‘= Secretary 
Elon Cellege, N. C. 


Topic for March 31, 1918 





THE FORTY DAYS 
John 21: 10-17 
(Easter Meeting) 





The Scripture :— 


Jesus saith unto them, Bring of the fish which 
ye have now caught. Simon Peter went up, and drew 
the net to land full of great fishes, an hundred and 
fifty and three: and for all there were so many, yet 
was not the net broken. Jesus saith unto them, Come 
and dine. And none of the disciples durst ask him, 
Who art thou? knowing that it was the Lord. Jesus 
then cometh, and taketh bread, and giveth them, and 
fish likewise. This is now the third time that Jesus 
shewed himself to His disciples, after that he was 
risen from the dead. So when they had dined, Jesus 
saith to Simon Peter, Simon, son of Jonas, lovest 
thou me more than these? He saith unto him, Yea, 
Lord; thou knowest that I love thee. He saith unto 
him, Feed my lambs. He saith to him again the 
second time, Simon, son of Jonas, lovest thou me? 
He saith unto him, Yea, Lord; thou knowest that 
I love thee. He saith unto him, Feed my sheep. He 
saith unto him the third time, Simon, son of Jonas, 
lovest thou me? Peter was grieved because he said 
unto him the third time, Lovest thou me? And he 
said unto him, Lord, thou knowest all things; thou 
knowest that I love thee. Jesus saith unto him, 
Feed my sheep. 





The Leader :—The estimate Paul sets on 
Christ’s resurrection is none too high. How 
poor our life would be without the hope of 
everlasting continuation. Jesus arose, and 
we, like Him, shall also arise. And our res- 
urrection shall be to a real life, a life of 
comradeship with Him. So we can look for- 
ward to death, not as an abyss, but to the 
passageway to a larger and better land. 
This happy anticipation we celebrate at 
Easter, and that is why it is considered the 
glad season of the year. 

Topics for Brief Essays and Addresses: 
—The Resurrection; Easter; Death and the 
Christian; Death and the Sinner; Overcom- 
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ing the Fear of Death; The Future Life; 
How Jesus Spent the Forty Days Between 
His resurrection and His Ascension. 

Questions for Meditation and Answer in 
Meeting:—Do I dread death? Should ‘I 
dread it? Why? Did Jesus fear to die? 
Why did He pray for the cup to pass? What 
is the nature of the future life to be? Are 
we to develop there or remain stationary? 
What does it mean to have Christ in the 
heart? Why should Easter be the glad sea- 
son for the Christian? Why is it the proper 
time to take new members into the church? 
Is a revival suited to Easter? Why? 


NOTES 


Dr. Morrill writes that he is willing to 
prepare the matter illustrating the supple- 
mentary missionary topics when the time 
comes for the foreign book, and that means 
the work will be well done. The Christian 
Endeavor Department certainly appreciates 
the hearty cooperation of secretaries Thom- 
as and Morrill in this matter. 

Don’t forget the Standardization Contest. 
We must win out in that matter, but we 
can’t without everybody’s help. 


FOREIGN MISSIONS 


Rev. M. T. Morrill, D. D. - - 
Dayton, Ohio 





Secretary 


The Foreign Mission Secretary has 
recently spent Sundays with Carysville, 
Circle Hill, Blanchard, and Muchinippi 
churches, and found good interest in the 
cause of missions. 





Freedom Christian church, of the South- 
ern Wabash Illinois Conference, has con- 
cluded to put itself on the map. How? By 
sending in a foreign mission offering more 
than three times the size of that last year. 
There is chance for many more churches to 
do the same. 





Why not do it to-day? 

Do what? 

Send a sizeable check to M. T. Morrill, 
Foreign Mission Secretary, Dayton, Ohio. 

What for? 

For the much needed and quickly needed 
mission home for the Garmans in Dogen- 
zaka, Tokyo, Japan. 





C. P. Garman writes: “Flour and rice 
have doubled in price within a year and a 
half. Fuel has almost doubled. Owing to 
the typhoon, vegetables are very scarce, and 
fruit was injured; hence an increase in 
these lines. Potatoes have almost trebled in 
price since October. The very cheapest 
grade of butter to be had is 90 sen (forty- 
five cents). We were finding it difficult to 
keep even with the world in the fall, and, 
needless to say, we are not doing it now.” 


WOMEN IN JAPAN 


The condition of Japanese women of the 
lower classes is miserable, according to 
Soroku Ebara, a member of the House of 
Peers. He says that 500,000 are employed 
as factory hands and they are all young. 
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A large percentage of them are suffering 
from pneumonia, he says. 

According to his estimate, there are about 
800,000 workers employed in the private 
factories alone, and out of this number 
about 500,000 are women. This figure shows 
how far the industry of this country is de- 
pendent on the hands of women. As to 
their age, 300,000 are below twenty and 
the rest are between twenty and twenty-five 
years old. We thus see how our industry 
is mostly run by young women. 

These young women work on an average 
from fourteen to sixteen hours a day and 
what is more, the sanitary equipments of 
most factories are abominably poor. In 
silk factories, these poor young women work 
in rooms saturated with steam. I need 
hardly tell what will be the effect of such 
condition on the health of little girls. Some 
idea can be obtained from the fact that the 
health of the girls who enter factory life 
at the age of sixteen is invariably poorer 
than that of those who enter it at the age 
of seventeen. In other words, the younger 
the age of the workers the poorer their 
health. In their lodging houses, two girls 
generally sleep in the same bed, and in- 
cluding their day and night turns, one bed 
is used for four girls. Under such condi- 
tions, any disease can easily be transmitted. 

The disease most prevalent among wom- 
en workers is pneumonia. According to the 
investigation of Mr. Ishibara, among the 
women workers of the cotton spinning fac- 
tories 266 out of 1,000 are afflicted with 
this disease. 








Woman’s Missionary Departm’t 


Min Allee Mz Burnett or Mrs: Lucretia Craig’ Helfer: 
ce M. Burn or Mrs. Lu H - 
stein, Dayton, Ohio.) - 





MID-YEAR MEETING 
Of Woman’s Mission Board, Miami Ohio 
Christian Conference, at Shiloh Springs 
Church, Near Dayton, March 28, 1918. 


PROGRAM 
Forenoon, 9: 30 O'clock 
Opening Service. 
Roll Call of Societies (Each society responding with 
verse of Scripture). 
ents Business and Appoinsment of Commit- 


Solo—Miss Ruth Beery, Pleasant Hill, Ohio. 
Reports of Officers— 
Recording Secretary, Mrs. Adeline Walsh, Spring- 
Cradle Roll'S de 7 
r uperintendent, Mrs. Edi ing, 
Eaton, Ohio. on: ee 
Young People’s Superintendent, Miss Mary Froe- 
be, Piqua, Ohio. 
Literature and Mite Box Superintendent, Mrs. 
Drusilla Vaughan, Centerville, Ohio. 
Corresponding Secretary, Mrs. Rose Crew, West 
Milton, Ohio. 
Treasurer, Mrs. Mary Chase, Dayton, Ohio. 
Special Mobilization Dispatches. 
Wireless Return Message, Mrs. L. Etta Zartmann, 
Dayton, Ohio. 
Afternoon, 1: 30 O'clock 
Opening Service, Mrs. Alice V. Morrill, Dayton, Ohio. 
Reception and Recognition of Life Members. 
Solo—Mrs. J. E. Etter, Troy, Ohio. 
Question Box, conducted by Mrs. H. A. Smith, West 
Milton, Ohio. 
Miscellaneous Business. 
The Latest Word from 
Franklinton College, Mrs. Frances Spring, Eaton, 


Ohio. 
Bishop Cottage, Mrs. Alice M. Burnett, Dayton, 
10. 
Our Frontier, Rev. O. S. Thomas, Home Mission 
Secretary. 
Evening, 7: 00 O'clock 
An evening entertainment, entitled, “How They Do 

It in Japan,” by Rev. E. K. McCord and Family, 

of Sendai, Japan. 

Officers—Mrs. Athella M. Howsare, President, 823 
Home Ave., Dayton, Ohio; Mrs. L. Etta Zartmann, 
Vice-President, 152 Edgar Ave., Dayton, Ohio; Mrs. 
Adeline L. Walsh, Recording Secretary, 127 W. Cecil 
St., Springfield, Qhio; Mrs. Rose Crew, Corresponding 
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A PERTINENT QUESTION 


ARE YOU PUTTING THE CHURCH ON THE SIDETRACK 
UNTIL THE WAR PASSES? 


Of all times in history just now the church must have right of 
way to our sacrificial giving, our unusual praying, and our most 
careful planning. Christianity is being tested. Your Christianity 
is being tested. Is it the kind that will plant the church of Jesus 
Christ and make it strong? 

That great editor, Henry Watterson, says: ‘‘Surely the future 
looks black enough, yet it holds a hope, a single hope. 

One, and one power only, can arrest the descent and save us. 

That is the Christian religion. Democracy is but a side issue. 
The paramount issue, underlying the issue of democracy, is the re- 
ligion of Christ and Him crucified; the bedrock of civilization; the 
source and resource of all that is worth having in the world that is; 
that gives promise in the world to come; not as an abstraction; not 
as a huddle of sects and factions; but as a mighty force and principle 
of being. * * * If the world is to, be saved from destruction— 


it will be saved alone by the Christian religion.”’ 
Our President has said: ‘‘Prosecute your church work undi- 


minished.”’ 


Are you going to be loyal to country and Christ, or loyal ta 


Christ and country? 


A Practical Answer 


What will your answer be in the Foreign Mission Offering? 
This is the time to give as we have not given before. Be sure to do 
your full duty in sending the message of Christ to those who know 


Him not. 


WARREN H. DENISON. 


Send remittances and correspondence to M. T. Morrill, C. P. A. 


Building, Dayton, Ohio. 


Secretary, West Milton, Ohio; Mrs. Mary B. Chase, 
Treasurer, 236 Conover St., Dayton, Ohio; Mrs. Edith 
Spring, Cradle Roll Superintendent, Eaton, Ohio; 
Miss Mary E. Froebe, Young People’s Superintendent, 
611 Brice Ave., Piqua, Ohio; Mrs. Drusilla Vaughan, 
Literature and Mite Box Superintendent, Centerville, 
Ohio. 

Special Committee on Resolutions—Mrs. Nellie Wil- 
son, Troy, Ohio; Miss Irene Finfrock, Versailles, 
Ohio; Mrs. J. J. Douglass, Greenville, Ohio; Miss 
Ruth Hergott, Franklin, Ohio. 

To reach Shiloh Springs church, take D. C. and P. 
Interurban, from Dayton leaving Ludlow St. Station 
at 9:00 a. m. 


This program for the mid-year meeting 
is unusually attractive and helpful this year, 
a unique feature being the evening enter- 
tainment with our missionary family, the 
McCords. 





The results of Mobilization Month will be 
reported also. It is expected that Miami 
Ohio Conference will reach the goal in new 
societies set for her by the General Mobiliza- 
tion Committee. 

West Liberty and West Grove have al- 
ready been enrolled as new societies and by 
the time of the mid-year meeting, March 28, 
West Manchester will have joined the ranks. 
There are other hopeful prospectives. 





It was the purpose of the Executive Com- 
mittee to visit every society of the confer- 
ence in the interest of mobilization. Those 
societies visited showed creditable gains. 





The Eaton Society reports the largest in- 
crease on the Cradle Roll, twenty-eight hav- 
ing been added this year. With an enroll- 
ment of eighty-two babies the Eaton Society 
leads in the Cradle Roll Department of the 
conference. 

For the secret of success, consult the 
Cradle Roll superintendent of the Eaton So- 
ciety, who is also Conference Cradle Roll 
superintendent, Mrs. Edith Spring. At the 
mid-year meeting she will tell how the 
eighty-two were secured. 





Strong and convincing proof of the “Value 
of the Local Missionary Society” is given us 
from week to week through our religious 


papers. 





It seems that February has not been the 
best time for all of our societies to do the 
work that they have wanted to do for the 
Mobilization Campaign, so the chairman of 
the work, Mrs. Morrill, has extended the 
time to the close of March. 

The special literature for this work, in- 
cluding the story, “Will You Enlist?” will 
still be sent, upon order, for the same price, 
ten cents. Let us know how many of each 
leaflet you can use.’ Remember that we will 
send you as many of each as you need. The 
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leaflets are—The Prayer Covenant, Where 
Is It? (a tenth pledge), A Challenge of 
These Times, Membership Blanks, and the 
story, Will You Enlist? 





A society has been organized at Linden, 
Indiana, with the following officers: 

President—Mrs. Carrie McKinsey. 

Vice-President—Mrs. Catharine Harri- 
gan. 

Secretary—Miss Beulah Dickey. 

Treasurer—Mrs. Puckett. 

Other societies have been reported. Let 
the good work continue. 





“A great vision is not always beneficent. 
Unless it issues in a great crusade it be- 
comes only a deadening dream, a reverie, a 
kind of meditation that puts the active pow- 
ers to sleep.” 





We are soldiers of the King, you and I, 
Did He call us to a service by and by? 
No, He calls to us to-day, 

“Seek the thickest of the fray, 

Cause my triumph ne delay, 

I am nigh.” 


EDUCATION 


Rev. W. G. Sargent, B.A. - -<- 
Providence, R. I. 








Secretary 


FROM ELON COLLEGE 


Dr. Harry F. Ward, of Boston, Mass., 
eminent writer and lecturer on Social Evan- 
gelism, and professor in the Boston School 
of Theology, spoke to the entire student 
body and faculty the 12th inst., on “The 
Spirit of Democracy.” 

Dr. Ward declared that society—political 
and industrial—was organized on the basis 
of power. There can be no true democracy 
till this fundamental error is eliminated 
and society organized on the basis of serv- 
ice. This is the basis laid down by Christ 
and the only one that can bring peace, good- 
will, and general prosperity. Men high in 
the industrial and political world must cease 
to be masters and become leaders—leaders 
in service. Democracy, he said, may be ex- 
tended by cannons, but can be created only 
by putting into practice the social principles 
of service, as taught by Christ. The de- 
struction of military autocracy will avail 
little, so long as our industrial autocracy 
remains. The industrial autocrats of this 
country are piling up the most exorbitant 
profits in history as a result of this war and 
do not want the war to close. They would 
fatten on the suffering and blood of their 
fellows. This autocracy must be destroyed 
and is a price to be paid for the destruction 
of the military autocracy. 

Dr. Ward spent the afternoon in confer- 
ence with representatives of Y. M. and Y. 
W. Christian Associations, Christian En- 
deavor, and Ministerial Association. 

N. G. NEWMAN. 





The Student Volunteer Union of North 
Carolina met here in annual session March 
8-10. There were about ninety volunteers 


and delegates representing fifteen colleges. 

On Saturday afternoon, Dr. J. O. Atkin- 
son, Mission Secretary for the Southern 
Christian Convention, spoke on “Missions 
and the War,” and Dr. J. B. Woods, of 
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China, on “China, the Land of Opportu- 
nity.” 

At the evening session Rev. W. A. Wilson, 
missionary for twenty-eight years in Japan, 
delivered an address on “The Christian 
Church’s Debt to Japan.” 

Dr. J. W. Bradley, who has been a med- 
ical missionary in China for nineteen years, 
thrilled the audience with a graphic account 
of his experiences in the earlier days. 

Three services were held on Sunday. Dr. 
W. D. Weatherford, Student Secretary for 
the Southern States, was the chief speaker 
at the first. He specially emphasized the 
necessity of student volunteers standing for 
bigger and better ideals on the campus of 
their respective colleges and living a life 
that would answer all skepticism as to the 
reality of our religion. 

Dr. J. Lovell Murry, of New York, Na- 
tional Executive Secretary, spoke at the 
second service, delivering a strong and im- 
pressive plea for a consideration of the su- 
preme problem of life investment. 

An impressive feature of the afternoon 
service was a brief address by each of four 
student volunteers, answering the question, 
“Why am I a volunteer?” 

The convention comprised a fine body of 
young men and women. The entire services 
were characterized by a beautiful spirit of 
devotion and earnest endeavor. Eleven new 
volunteers were enrolled. 

N. G. NEWMAN. 


REVIEW OF THE MORAL AND RELIG- 
IOUS SITUATION OF THE U. S. 
NAVY AT PORTSMOUTH, N. H. 


My Dear Sirs:—Replying to your request 
of the 5th inst., it gives me pleasure to give 
you the following information: 

There has been no systematic effort on 
the part of the churches of Portsmouth to 
care for the enlisted men, except as the 
Y. M. C. A. has served as a clearing-house 
for them in doing whatever seemed at the 
time practical. As such, during the Train- 
ing Camp period of last summer, evening 
fellowship lunches were served at the Y. M. 
C. A.; the churches each took turns in 
giving a social once a week, and sometimes 
at one of the churches special lectures were 
put on. In November the Training Camp 
was discontinued and ships left the Yard, 
leaving only the nominal personnel. In a 
short time the Y. M. C. A. had the mis- 
fortune to lose its building by fire. This 
discontinued the fellowship lunches, as well 
as its local activities. 


The unusually hard winter, which is still 
on, and the impoverished coal-bins curtailed 
also individual church activities; until all 
they could do during the winter is an occa- 
sional fellowship meeting in the chapel or 
social hall of the church and special invita- 
tions and attentions to divine services. 
Many of the homes are open to the visits 
of the uniform. Many boys accept this 
privilege, but for various reasons many de- 
cline it. There have been more homes than 
there were boys to visit them, and more 
dinners than were eaten. The ministers 
who apparently have taken most interest 
in this work are Rev. F. J. Scott, pastor 
of the M. E. church; Rev. Percy W. Cas- 
well, pastor of the Christian church; Rev. 
William P. Stanley, pastor of the Baptist 
church; Rev. Kellogg, rector of the Episco- 
pal church; Rev. L. H. Thayer, pastor of 
the Congregational church, and the Knights 
of Columbus. 

There are three organized agencies at 
work systematically for the good of the en- 
listed men: viz.: The Army and Navy Asso- 
ciation, the Y. M. C. A. Commission on 
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Camp Activity, and the Fosdick Commission 
on Community Work. The Army and Navy 
Association, under the supervision of Capt. 
W. L. Hill, Chief Boatswain of the United 
States Navy, has taken the place of a 
Navy Y. M. C. A., and has furnished amuse- 
ment, lodging, and canteen stores all the 
while. This is a permanent organization. 

The Y. M. C. A., under direction of Rev. 
Mr. Forgrave, district manager, has been 
actively engaged in systematic entertain- 
ment for the enlisted men during the winter 
and, until recently, has had charge of the 
community work. Recently the Fosdick 
Commission on Community Work has open- 
ed up an office here under the supervision 
of Mr. John B. Hebberd, who comes to us 
from the training camp at Montgomery, 
Alabama. His work will assist the churches 
very materially. Already it is obvious that 
now when a church plans to entertain so 
many men, he can guarantee to them the 
roe, desired. His work is hardly yet be- 
gun, but we are expecting fine things from 
this commission. With him is associated 
Miss Beebee, who expects to apply her serv- 
ices in the supervision of a systematic and 
efficient effort to better the moral situation 
—safeguarding girls from unscrupulous 
men and also safeguarding men from un- 
scrupulous girls—but further still Miss Bee- 
bee expects to be able to apply corrective 
methods among wayward girls and thus 
better conditions everywhere. 


MEN’S READING ROOM 


One other feature of which this Yard 
may boast as an advantage which no other 
Yard in the country has, is Men’s Reading 
and Recreation Rooms. This consists of a 
large reading room, which will accommodate 
two hundred men at the time; three pool 
tables and one billiard table; a canteen; 
four bowling alleys; a well-equipped gym- 
nasium with shower baths and lockers; and 
a library of the highest order. All of this 
is under the supervision and direction of 
Capt. W. L. Hill, Chief Boatswain, who 
devotes all of his time to recreational 
activities of the enlisted men. The chaplain 
and Capt. Hill have offices together, con- 
nected with the reading room. 

This feature of the Yard is a wonderful 
attraction for the men and serves as a home 
for men at a time when otherwise they 
would be out “bumming” around. Capt. 
Hill is the instigator of this attraction and 
I am certain when he is gone it will serve 
as a memorial to his name. 

I believe the conditions here are about as 
good as anywhere. The nominal enlisted 
personnel of the station is about 1,500. That 
includes bluejackets, marines, and yeo- 
women. The number at the station fluctu- 
ates according to the number of ships in. 
We are doing what we know for moral and 
religious uplift and we believe as time goes 
on we shall be able to improve conditions 
very much. 

Yours very sincerely, 
H. E. ROUNTREE, 
Chaplain, U.S. N. R. F. 


rs Chaplain H. E. Rountree, U. S. N. 
2. 


To: General War-Time Commission of the 
Churches, 612 United Charities Bldg, 105 
East 22d St., New York City. 


March 7, 1918. 


A REQUEST 


If any of our readers have a copy of the 
song-book, The Favorite, in which is the 
song called “The Wheat Fields,” you are re- 
quested to send same to Miss Louisa J. 
Collins, D. D., Century Building, Evanston, 
Illinois. 

The first line of the song is: “Oh, sharpen 
your sickles, Prepare them again.” Miss 
Collins is a daughter of one of our minis- 
ters, the late M. G. Collins. She wishes to 
get a copy because it was a great favorite 
of her father’s. Send directly to her at 
address given above. ‘ 
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NEW ENGLAND LETTER 


Newton, N. H.—The Executive Board of 
the Rockingham Christian Conference met 
in special session at the home of Rev. M. J. 
Honsberger on Wednesday, March 13, and 
discussed various matters of vital interest 
to the progress of the Kingdom. The con- 
ference aim in missionary giving is for the 
present conference year one dollar per mem- 
ber, and, with the cooperation of all our 
churches, this goal should be reached. The 
pastors of the churches of the Rockingham 
Conference are urged to push the “win-one” 
campaign in the matter of soul-winning, 
during these coming weeks. Rev. P. S. 
Sailer spoke before the Newton people at 
prayer-service the evening following board 
meeting. 





Providence, R. I.—A strong program is 
being carried out at the Elmwood church 
during the Lenten season, including Mon- 
day afternoon Christian study classes for 
women, Thursday evening Bible studies in 
“Revelation,” and a series of evening medi- 
tations, each evening of Passion Week, ex- 
cept Saturday, and on Easter Sunday a re- 
ception for new members at the morning 
service, and the cantata, “The Cross and the 
Crown,” by the church choir, in the evening. 
The pastor is seeking during these weeks 
a deepening of the spiritual life of the 
membership of Elmwood Christian church. 

Haverhill, Mass.—Rev. P. S. Sailer gave 
an address at the regluar prayer service of 
South Christian church recently. | Work 
here is making good progress under the 
leadership of the pastor, Rev. Carlton 
Easton. A recent series of special meetings 
resulted in a fine number of decisions for 
Christ. Several have already been baptized, 
and there is to be another baptism soon. 





Wolfeboro, N. H.—The Granite State 
News, of March 9, had the following report 
of a flag presentation at the church, where 
Dr. C. Summerbell is the energetic pastor: 


A congregation that filled the Christian church at- 
tended the services Sunday evening, when an elegant 
silk flag, as beautiful as any in Wolfeboro, was placed 
in the auditorium. The donor’s name was not an- 
nounced until Mr. Clark was introduced as one of the 
several philanthropists of Wolfeboro. Mr. Clark 
recently gave his homestead as a park for the town, 
and the pastor of the church called attention to the 
many benefactors of Wolfeboro, such as gave the 
academy, the library, the hospital, and the many 
private gifts being made constantly. 

In presenting the flag, Mr. Clark spoke of what 
it represented to a hundred million people, and the 
idealism of freedom and fraternity it had stood for 


.in making the negro a citizen of this great republic. 


He exhorted the people to be loyal to the flag which 
symbolized the spirit of the nation. 


Deacon Joseph L. Young responded for the church 
and congregation, giving a brief summary of the 
history of the first flag, and expressing appreciation 
of the gift which would be a constant reminder that 
patriotism and religion should always go together, 
and when the American flag was unfurled there fol- 
lowed the worship of the true King Immanuel. 


Mr. Pearson, of the Pickering School, Scout Master 
of the Boy Scouts, spoke of what the Boy Scout 
patriotism was, of the growth of this organization, 
of its development of manliness and clearliness in our 
boys and of the work the Boy Scouts had accomplished 
in selling Liberty Bonds. He also read the high 
— accorded to this organization by President Wil- 


“The last speaker of the evening was a veteran of 
the Civil War, who had seen much fighting and 
whose mind was as bright as ever as he recounted 
the great battle of Gettysburg and told the —_ paid 
for the flag in dead, wounded, and missing in this 
climax of the rebellion. The ——— work of Lin- 
coln was quoted by Mr. Hoyt and something of the 
patriotism that is willing to sacrifice and serve, evi- 
denced by the volunteers of the sixties came to the 


was comp ted. girls in white dresses, 
singing “Our Flag and Your Flag,” the anthems by 
the chorus and the quartet, seemed appropriate 


by Patrol Leader Hutchins, accompanied by the Boy 
Scouts. 


Thus do we keep the “Home Fires Burning” while 
our boys face the enemy across the seas. 

In accordance with the desire of our 
President Summerbell, and in keeping with 
the season may we seek to make more than 
usual of Good Friday in our observance of 
the Easter season in our New England 
churches, and may there be a quickening 
and a deepening of the spiritual life 
throughout our Convention bounds. The 
pastors and members of all our churches are 
asked to bear in mind the coming annual 
gathering of the New England Christian 
Convention. Pray for its success, and plan 
to attend or to be represented. May the 
session be one of the most inspiring sessions 
ever held. DoI hear you asking where and 
when the Convention is to be held? The 
time is early in June. The Elmwood Chris- 
tian church of Providence, R. I., has given 
us a cordial invitation to meet there. So 
plan to meet us in Providence. Further an- 
nouncement later. 

ENGLISH. 


ILLINOIS 


Bone Gap, March 16—I am in Tuscola, 
Illinois, in an evangelistic campaign with 
Pastor Cochnower. We are having good 
congregations and some interest is being 
manifested. One renewal up to date. Bro. 
Cochnower is going to fill my appointment 
at Hord over Sunday. This is the church 
that Brother Hoel built; he is still a resi- 
dent of this place. He is away now in a 
meeting. We surely find the pastor to be 
a good man, and doing good work.—JOHN 
BAUGHMAN. 


Olney, March 16—We closed at Wynoose 
on a good interest, one renewal, three con- 
versions and accessions. The people re- 
sponded financially and patronized the meet- 
ings by good attendance and fine attention. 
Pressing calls prompted an early closing. 
There seems to be a great harvest outside, 
but this did not seem to be the reaping time. 
The church is suffering by removals, but 
look for a big harvest there some day. Ex- 
pect to hold a while at Hedrick, in the Cen- 
tral Conference.—A. H. BENNETT. 


INDIANA 


Veedersburg, March 14—Freedom—Spe- 
cial services just closed. Ten accessions. 
meeting of fine spirit. Rev. Rue Burnell, of 
Merom, assisted. The Yeddo church con- 
tinues the work for another year with the 
present pastor. Clifford church opens a 
special meeting this week. Our general 
benevolence shall receive attention during 
the remainder of the year.—B. W. STODDARD, 
Pastor. 


IOWA 


Orient—The Hill of Zion church has en- 
joyed a very precious and helpful meeting 
conducted by Evangelist Fred Cooper and 
his singer, Lester Proctor. The meeting be- 
gan Sabbath morning, February 10, and 
closed Sabbath evening, March 3. ‘There 
were seven additions to the church on pro- 
fession of faith in Christ and three by trans- 
fer of membership. I feel confident that 
the ten accessions to the church do not 
represent all the eS of the as 
I am sure that the f ot ge Bd 
Bro. Cooper will bear more fruit. 
ae - Proctor <r aes will 

© any church geet calls em t 
would advise churches not to them 
unless they are willing to face = truth 
that “makes free.” Bro. Cooper is not called 
to preach to please the people unless they 
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Sout Winning NEWS FROM THE FIELD 


“And they that be wise shall shine as the brightmess of the firmament; 
and they that turn many te righteousness as the stars forever and ever.” 





SS 






are pleased with the truth. If you want to 
hear the truth presented by an earnest man 
in a forcible and logical way, call him. He 
has a message for the faithful en as 
well as for the careless Christian. He has 
a message for the lost soul, a message of 
hope. Bro. Proctor has a message in song. 
Happy the church that can secure the serv- 
ices of these workers.—D. M. HELFENSTEIN. 


Winterset—John Baker and Jonathan 
Gordon enlisted in the same regiment and 
the same company in 1861, and both died 
the same night, March 9, 1918. Their mem- 
bership was in the same church and their 
funerals were held the same day. Three 
veterans of the G. A. R. and of the Win- 
terset Christian church have passed to the 
Great Beyond since January 1. The work 
is progressing slowly at Winterset, but the 
depleted ranks, the extremely cold winter, 
the strenuous war times, made it very hard 
to rally after the pastor resigned in De- 
cember. Here is a good field for a con- 
scientious, earnest pastor. May one be sent 
by the divine Master, who shall lead this 
flock, once a strong organization, to pas- 
tures green and waters still. Services, in- 
cluding the Sunda ay- -school, Christian En- 
deavor Society, -_ preaching, maintained 
every Sunday, and a good spiritual mid- 
week prayer-meeting.—F. 


MARYLAND 


Belle Grove—I will say in regard to the 
interest in church work, it is not what it 
ought to be. There is more interest and talk 
about war plans, and war tax, than there 
is about saving souls. I am home from my 
last meeting. Had a siege of grip. The 
meeting at Damascus was of interest, with 
good attendance, and I preached the Word 
with all the earnestness I could, trusting 
and praying for power to lead men and 
women to Christ. From there I went to 
Antioch and began a meeting, but deep 
snowdrifts hindered us, yet the meeting 
grew in interest. Brother James Logue 
came to my assistance and did some good 
preaching, but another snow came and 
blocked the way, so we could go no farther. 
From there, I went to Pleasant Grove. With 
sleighing, we had big crowds. Then came 
more snow, and with the snow twenty inches 
deep and another big drift which stopped 
travel, I could not get home for three 
days. The Pleasant Grove people are awake 
to the interest of the work. They did not 
forget the pastor with some of their worldly 
goods, such as wheat and oats, and to my 
wife they gave a box full of useful articles 
for the home. They know the pastor must 
eat to live. In these days of high prices 
such help is surely acceptable. God will 
bless them for so doing. The outlook for 
the old Rays Hill and Southern Pennsyl- 
vania Conference is good at this time. Ar- 
rangements are being made to district the 
work and have their pastor live in their 
midst. Surely this is a step in the right 
direction, for then he will not have to fight 
snowdrifts for twenty-five miles to get 
home. We are made to feel sad when we go 
from place to place and miss so many of 
our young men who are called into service 
for our country; but when we think of the 
barbarism “over there,” surely we must 
trust to God, and all go, if needs be, and 
sacrifice until we bring peace, which we so 
much want and must have at any price.— 
A. R. GARLAND. 


ONTARIO 


Newmarket—The work of Newmarket 
Christian church is progressing in every 
department. Our services for the past two 
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months have been held in the Sunday-school 
rooms, owing to the fuel shortage, but it is 
expected we will return to the church audi- 
torium on March 24th. The attendance has 
been a pleasure—the best yet for these serv- 
ices, and will doubtless increase considerably 
when we return to the auditorium. An elec- 
tric blower is being installed this month 
for the, pipe organ, to replace the water 
motor. This will be quite an improvement. 
The organ will be tuned also, so as to have 
everything in good condition for our special 
Easter music. The building is to be re- 
wired so as to conform with the latest 
regulations of the electric light inspector. 
We are indeed pleased to know how gen- 
erously and how quickly the congregation 
responded and raised between four and five 
hundred dollars for these purposes during 
the last few weeks. It shows what a united 
people we have and what a fine spirit pre- 
vails. Our pastor, Rev. Alva E. Bagby, 
since coming to us last July, has done good 
work and is spoken of very highly by every 
one. His sermons are fine, and not only 
practical and interesting, but inspiring. We 
won’t forget very soon the splendid mission- 
ary address of two weeks ago. It ought to 
make us all do more for this worthy cause, 
also increase our offerings in that other half 
of those Duplex Envelopes we have been 
using since New Year’s. Next Sunday, 
March 10th, the special foreign missionary 
offering is to be taken. An Extension Com- 
mittee has been formed by the pastor, con- 
sisting of about twenty-five members, for 
furthering the general work here. Already 
results are coming, and all seem willing to 
help in whatever way deemed advisable. 
The Ladies’ Aid and Missionary Society are 
still continuing their good work, but there 
is room for more ladies yet in these two 
branches. The Christian Endeavor Society 
is holding interesting meetings and is striv- 
ing to accomplish the standards set by the 
United Society of Christian Endeavor. An 
enjoyable meeting was held at the home of 
Deacon F. W. Kelly, Second Street, on Feb. 
26th, when games and refreshments were 
afterwards enjoyed by the young people. 
The evening also comprised a sleigh ride. 
The Junior Endeavorers are again starting 
their meetings on Saturday afternoons, at- 
ter two months’ holidays. We have a strong 
Sunday-school, which continues to advance 
in numbers and efficiency. Our attendance 
frequently runs to 160 and the Primary and 
Beginners will soon require enlarged rooms, 
as the average for the little tots has been 
about fifty, with seventy on the roll. These, 
with their six teachers, had a sleigh ride and 
tea one day recently and report a delightful 
time. The pastor is to conduct a new Teach- 
er-Training Class, while arrangements are 
being made for Decision Day—March 24th, 
and for Easter Sabbath’s program. At the 
monthly business meeting of the teachers 
and officers, it was voted to send $50.00 for 
foreign missions. Quite a number of our 
church people are discussing the proposed 
union of the denomination with that of the 
Disciples. We shall look forward with in- 
terest to the outcome of the conference 2 
Norfolk, Virginia, between our people and 
theirs, and believe union advisable. Let us 
hear from others on this important subject. 
—Christian Vanguard. 


OHIO 


Macedon—tThe people of this place, ably 
assisted by Rev. E. D. Oren, of Albany, 
Indiana (our pastor this conference year), 
have held a ten-days’ meeting. Though not 
largely attended, it offered opportunity for 
the sowing of good seed, which we believe 
God will wonderfully multiply to His glory. 
Some hearers became much interested and 
wished that greater numbers might have 
heard the messages so necessary for soul 
salvation. Though God’s work seems at 


times to move slowly, because too few are 
found ready to measure up by Christ’s help 
to that state or condition without which no 
one will see the Lord, yet His work moves 
on surely, and the cause of genuine right- 
eousness is sure to succeed. One conversion 
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and one addition to the church. We were 
blessed spiritually and pray let each one do 
his or her bit and not quit—Mrs. W. J. 
BOLEY. 


West Manchester, March 11—Twin Creek 
Chapel—Our revival was to have been held 
in January, but the weather prevented, so 
we are to begin the meetings to-night, with 
Rev. Watson in charge. We badly need a 
revival, as many members are so cold and 
indifferent and many souls are awaiting a 
favorable opportunity to'‘accept Christ, only 
wanting to be urged. We hope and pray for 
a real revival. There are so many renters 
in our community, and so many changes 
each year, that it is hard to keep them in- 
terested. Pray for us, that we may all be 
revived.—A. V. PRIDDY. 


Phillipsburg—Some special services have 
been held at Phillipsburg Christian church 
which are worthy of mention. Among them 
should be mentioned the song services and 
sermon by Rev. Pressley E. Zartmann, of 
Dayton. He conducted a song service for 
three evenings, on one of which he preached 
a stirring sermon on “Keeping the Home 
Fires Burning.” Doctor Zartmann is a 
preacher of wonderful ability, which is sup- 
plemented by an impressive personality and 
a heart-sympathy which makes his appeals 
irresistible. This noted sermon was given 
on Friday evening, and on Sunday following 
(March 10) the Sunday-school and church 
enjoyed a rare treat indeed. The Sunday- 
school was opened by Rev. Mr. and Mrs. 
McCord, and their son Jerald, the program 
being rendered in the Japanese language. 
At ten-thirty of the forenoon Rev. McCord 
gave an address on the conditions in Japan, 
which was supplemented in the afternoon at 
a men’s meeting, when he told of the results 
of mission work in the “Flowery Kingdom.” 
He also spoke a few minutes at the evening 
service. The entire community is of one 
opinion, which is that they were by far the 
best missionary addresses ever given in the 
village. An afternoon meeting for women 
was conducted by Mrs. Burnett, Mrs. Mc- 
Cord, and Mrs. Morrill. About seventy-five 
women were present, all of whom testify 
to the worth of the service and the ability 
of Mrs. Morrill as a speaker. In the even- 
ing Mrs. Morrill gave an address to an 
audience that taxed the capacity of the 
building even for standing room, and to say 
that it was a fine presentation of the truth 
is but saying what is well attested by all 
who heard her. It was a great day in the 
community, and good influence of which will 
be felt for many a day yet to come. One 
special feature of the day was the neighbor- 
ly dinner served by Mrs. Mike Zimmer and 
Mrs. Charles Hoke, at which the visitors 
were feasted with every good thing.—H. 


Wrightstown, Morgan Co., March 12—As 
we have not seen a report from the church 
at this little hamlet for a long time, we will 
try to let the people know something of our 
church and the good done during our revival 
services, which just closed. While our 
church is not as large in numbers as some, 
yet we have a faithful class of the Lord’s 
followers, and keep our Sabbath School and 
prayer-meetings going throughout the en- 
tire year. Brother Canode, our pastor, is 
preaching his second year at this place and 
is a fine Christian man and held in high 
esteem by every one in the community. On 
February 10, Brother Canode began his 
meeting here, assisted by Rev. Elsea, the 
Methodist minister at Amesville. Brother 
Elsea is a great revivalist and he does not 
preach any pet doctrines, and has not any 
sympathy with these false teachings of “an- 
nihilation,” and “a second probation.” He 
is not afraid to tell the people there is a 
heaven of rest for the obedient, and a hell 
for all those who wilfully reject God. We 
think Brother Elsea would favorably com- 
pare with Billy Sunday and other great 
evangelists in his o- power of winning 
people to Christ. e is a great personal 
worker and a man much given to prayer. 
One thing which deserves special notice is 
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the fellowship and harmony which existed 
between the people of our own church and 
our sister churches. We were greatly as- 
sisted in the meetings by people from other 
churches and we believe when people lay 
aside denominational prejudices and work 
together, then the Kingdom of God will 
be advanced as never before. As a visible 
result of these meetings, there were twenty- 
six conversions and renewals, and ten ac- 
cessions to the church. The meeting closed 
March 3. If it could have continued another 
week, we believe much more good would have 
been done. Brother Canode was compelled 
to go home a few days before the meet- 
ing closed, so left the work with Brother 
Elsea, who continued the meeting till Sun- 
day night, when he had to close on account 
of having a previous engagement for an- 
other meeting. May the Lord bless Brother 
Canode and Brother Elsea in their labor 
for Him and give them many souls for their 
labor.—Mkrs. ZETTIE ARCHER. 


AT OLNEY, ILLINOIS 


From Urbana, Illinois, campaign we went 
to Olney, Illinois, and have just closed a 
splendid meeting in our church there with 
Pastor A. O. Jacobs. We had to begin on 
the ground floor of preparation for the 
work, since the meeting was planned on very 
short notice. There seemed to be no diffi- 
culty in getting the ear and attention of the 
public and in a few evenings the house was 
filled to overflowing with interested aud- 
itors. The weather never got too stormy at 
any time during the meetings, and we had 
some severe days, too, to keep the people 
away. Pastor Jacobs will likely report the 
meetings and I will not say more about 
them. 

Just a word about the church, the congre- 
gation, and the pastor. I found a beautiful, 
well-built brick church building, sufficiently 
large to meet the demands of our work there 
for several years. It is located on the main 
street of Olney (a town of 5,000), just one 
block from the courthouse and center of the 
business district. It seems to me that it is 
located strategically, being near enough the 
center of things to reach all sections of 
the city and at the same time situated on 
the edge of the residence section of the whole 
west side and it appeals directly to that 
whole side of the city, without any competi- 
tion, since there is no other church over 
there. Our work is filling a distinct mission 
and meeting a definite need there. The re- 
mark came unsolicited from many disinter- 
ested people outside the church and from 
prominent business people at that, express- 
ing the fact that the community definitely 
needs our church and cannot get on well 
without it. My opinion is that our denomi- 
nation will do well to strengthen and assist 
the points we already have established, 
when there seems to be a future of success. 

The congregation is not “well to do” 
financially, but is, on the whole, an earnest, 
humble, consecrated class of people. I met 
some as fine a people as one can find any- 
where. The people are self-sacrificing and 
love the church. They have had a hard 
time financially and have yet a debt of about 
$3,000 on the building, having paid about 
$4,000 since Pastor Jacobs took charge of 
the work a couple of years ago. Any one 
who would like to help a worthy people and 
a worthy project and help to insure success 
in the future would do well to send on some 
of the Lord’s monéy to Olney to help them 
get clear of the debt that yet hampers them. 

I cannot close without one word about 
Brother Jacobs. I can truthfully say that 
the evangelistic work will always be a pleas- 
ure if I can always have the inspiration and 
assistance of such fine characters as I have 
found in Dr. Helfenstein, in my Urbana 
meeting, and Brother Jacobs, in Olney. My 
first two meetings have been an uplift from 
that standpoint. I heard absolutely nothing 
from Christian or non-Christian but the 
highest words of commendation and praise 
for Brother Jacobs and the good werk he 
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is doing in Olney. The people believe in 
his absolute sincerity and love him and 
his family as well. Brother Jacobs is a 
great fellow to always be cheerful and he 
radiates good cheer and sunshine every- 
where he goes and he is just the kind of a 
fellow that a church and congregation with 
struggles and discouragements need. 
Sincerely, 
GEORGE D. EASTES. 


REV R O ALLEN, D. D. 


Riley Osman Allen was born in the town 
of Franklin, Delaware County, New York, 
May 2, 1850. He was the second son of 
Deacon Justin and Sarah Evans Allen. 
Early he evinced a desire for an education 
and at sixteen entered the Delaware Liter- 
ary Institute, continuing his education there 
for several years. When seventeen years 
of age he taught his first term of school at 
Croton, now Treadwell, and continuing 
teaching during the winters for several 
years, attending school for the prosecution 
of his own studies during the summers. In 
the fall of 1870 he attended a term at 
Starkey Seminary. In 1872 he was gradu- 
ated from the Delaware Literary Institute. 
The fall of that same year he entered 
Cornell University. After a year in the 
University he resumed teaching, which he 
continued for several years in Otsego and 
Dutchess Counties, New York. 

In 1877 he accepted a position on the 
faculty of LeGrand Christian Institute, now 
Palmer College, retaining this position for a 
period of two years. He left the work at 
LeGrand to enter the Christian Biblical In- 
stitute at Stanfordville, N. Y., to equip him- 
self for the ministry. His first ministerial 
work was done at Brushton, N. Y., during 
the summer vacation. Later he was called 
to Schultzville, N. Y., as student pastor. 

Dr. Allen united with the New York East- 
ern Conference at Freehold, N. Y., in 1881, 
and retained his membership in that con- 
ference until his death. In June of the 
same year he was ordained at Schultzville. 
The ordaining council was composed of Dr. 
Warren Hathaway, Dr. Austin Craig, Dr. 
Alva H. Morrill, and Rev. Philetus Roberts. 
Dr. Hathaway preached the sermon and Dr. 
Craig offered the last ordaining prayer of 
his life on that occasion, as he died the fol- 
lowing August. ; ‘ 

In January, 1882, Dr. Allen resigned his 
work at Schultzville and on February 23 of 
that year married Miss Mary D. Ketcham, 
of Stanfordville, and accepted a call to the 
church at Somerset, Mass. In 1883 he re- 
ceived and accepted a call to West Ran- 
dolph, Vt. He remained in this pastorate 
for three years, at the end of which time 
he returned to Stanfordville, and for the 
following years supplied the Clove church. 
Receiving a call from the Freehold, N. Y., 
church, he went there in the spring of 1888, 
remaining almost seven years. The follow- 
ing four years were spent in the pastorate 
at Medway, N. Y. At this time he received 
a call from the Stanfordville Christian 
church, which he accepted and to which he 
ministered for more than eight years. The 
call of filial duty in his father-in-law’s home 
caused him to resign this pastorate in 1906. 
Though assuming this responsibility for a 
period of ten years, he was still active in 
supply work in many churches, both of his 
own and other denominations. When health 
permitted, he was usually occupied with the 
Master’s work each Sunday. se 

Brother Allen has always been active in 
both his interest and service for the general 
enterprises of the church. In 1890 he was 
chosen secretary of the Preachers’ Aid So- 
ciety, and Treasurer of the Missionary 
Society of the New York Eastern Christian 
Conference. In 1891 he became the presi- 
dent of the New York Eastern Christian 
Conference and was elected continuously to 
that office until 1916, when at his request 
he was released. The conference then 
elected him president-emeritus, which office 
he occupied until his death. He was for a 
number of years on the Board of Trustees 


of the Christian Biblical Institute and con- 
tinued the same interest after its association 
with Defiance College. From this latter in- 
stitution he bore the degree of Doctor of 
Divinity. 

There have been four children born to 
his home. Two sons, Austin Ketcham and 
David Justin, who were graduated from 
Brown University, are now teaching in 
Seattle, Washington. The two daughters, 
Mrs. Emily May Carter, a graduate of 
Lyndall Hall, resides in New York, and 
Mrs. Pauline Lucile Maryott, graduate of 
Vassar and Simmons Colleges, lives in 
Augusta, Georgia. 

On December 12, 1915, Dr. Allen preached 
in the morning at Smithfield and in the 
afternoon at the Friends Church in Stan- 
fordville. At the latter engagement he suf- 
fered a stroke of paralysis, which affected 
his entire right side. From that time un- 
til his death, though measurably regaining 
his powers, the effect of the disease was 
discernible. In the months of his forced 
inactivity he longed for the fellowship of 
his brethren and wrote them frequently 
making inquiries as to the progress of the 
church work. Another stroke came to him 
a week prior to his death, which occurred 
on February 22, 1918. 

The funeral services were held in the 
Stanfordville Christian church, February 
25. Rev. D. E. Powell, pastor of the church, 
was in charge. The Scripture was read by 
Rev. John Howard Clark, of Clove, N. Y., 
prayer was offered by Dr. S. Wright Butler, 
of Poughkeepsie, New York, sermon by Dr. 
F. G. Coffin, of Albany, N. Y., and the grave 
service by Rev. Powell. A large congrega- 
tion of sincere mourners were in attendance. 

The influence of Brother Allen will be 
greatly missed in the circles in which he 
was known. The gentle, Christlike spirit 
for which he was so prominent was ever 
benedictory. He was always soothing in his 
touch upon others. All who knew him, both 
personally and professionally, have been 
blessed by that knowledge. His sermons 
were carefully prepared, definite in their 
objective and clear in their presentation. He 
had a peculiar literary charm when in the 
pulpit, which linked with his personality, 
induced a confidence and faith foundational 
to the highest Christian tasks. In all that 
he did he was accurate and painstaking. As 
a presiding officer he led by his gentleness, 
rather than presided. His contact nowhere 
left regrets, for his was a gentleness that 
made others great. Only occasionally has 
grace produced an example of the goodness 
of character and kindness of spirit of this 
leader in Israel. 


REV. ELISHA MUDGE, D. D. 


Elisha Mudge, D. D., was born in Canada, 
West, April 11, 1834, and died in Visalia, 
California, Jan. 19, 1918. 

When he was four years old his father 
moved to Kent County, Michigan, then a 
wilderness. 

When fourteen years, he made a profes- 
sion of religion and joined the Vergennes 
Christian church. 

When nineteen years of age he became a 
licentiate member of Grand River Valley 
Christian Conference: and at the age of 
twenty-three he was ordained to the work 
of the Christian ministry. 

In 1856 he entered Antioch College, then 
in charge of Horace Mann, where he re- 
mained two years. 

Soon after this he went to Maple Rapids, 
where he spent much of his long active 
life and where, by his request, he was taken, 
after his death, for burial. 

In 1859 he married Miss Mary L. Web- 
ster, who passed on before twelve years ago. 
To this union were born six children, two of 
whom are left to mourn their loss: Mrs. 
C. E. Watson, of Visalia, and C. C. Mudge, 
of Sioux City, Iowa. 

He has always been much interested in 
educational, as well as Christian work and 
ever active in work for the public welfare of 
any community where he lived. 
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He was Superintendent of ‘Schools in Clin- 
ton County, Michigan, for five years and 
postmaster at Maple Rapids several years. 

In September, 1882, he became president 
of Union Christian College, which position 
he held five years. 

During his life he had pastorates at 
Maple Rapids, Belding, Vergennes, Eureka, 
Perrinton, Britton, Romeo, Ray Union 
church, Oakwood Union church of Chicago, 
Merom, Indiana, and Three Rivers, Cal. 

During his early life he taught school 
much of the time, and preached on Sundays. 

The following is a tribute paid to him by 
the Maple Rapids Dispatch: 

Word was received Wednesday by Isaac Hewitt 
that his old friend, Rev. Elisha Mudge, had died at 
the home of his daughter, Mrs. C. E. Watson, Visalia, 
California. The entire community was greatly griev- 
ed, casting a gloom over all, as Mr. Mudge was dearly 
beloved by his large circle of friends in the vicinity 
of Maple Rapids. 

He was truly one of the greatest men Maple Rapids 
has ever had and was first in the hearts of his fellow 
men. He was always congenial, always speaking a good 
word of every one and never an ill word of any one. 

About three years ago, on account of failing health, 
Mr. Mudge was prevailed upon to go to California, 
to live with his daughter. Due to old age, his health 
was failing, and he needed the loving care which he 
received while there. 

Since going to his new home, his health failed 
slowly until his Creator pronounced the benediction, 
“Well done, thou good and faithful servant, enter 
into the joys of thy Lord,” and there passed from this 
earth one whose memory will long linger with the 
generation yet to come as an ideal type of fine man- 


hood. 
Ww. 


REV. SARAH A. STRANGE 


Sarah A. Bird was born in Davis County, 
Indiana, May 31, 1856, and departed this 
life at her late home, Lincoln, Kansas, 
March 8, 1918. She was united in marriage 
to Rev. T. M. Strange, August 5, 1871. She 
became a Christian early in life. Was a 
charter member of Lincoln Christian 
church. She, with her husband labored in 
the following States—Nebraska, Missouri, 
Oklahoma, Kansas. She was faithful to her 
Master and to the church until the end. 
Services held at First Christian church, con- 
ducted by pastor, assisted by Revs. F. M. 
Strange and C. E. Huff, text, her last 
words: “He will never leave thee, nor for- 
suke thee.”—Heb. 13: 5. 

R. L. HENDRICKSON. 


Fallen Asleep 


MRS. TIRZAH LOLLER HENRY, wife of Wat- 
son V. Henry, died at her daughter’s home, Mrs. 
Dr. Rohrbach, Johnsonburg, N. J., on lebruary 14. 
She is survived by one sister, one brother, one son, 
and four daughters. For many years she was a 
devout member of the Christian church. Funeral 
services in church and in Johnsonburg Cemetery, 
conducted by writer. IRA C. CLARK. 

















LIDA WILCOX STUMP, wife of William Stump, 
was born June 5, 1849, died February 14, 1918. She 
was ill for several months, but was patient while 
her suffering was intense. She became a Christian 
early in life and remained true to her faith to the 
end of life. Funeral service was held in the Colum- 
bus Grove church. Interment in Truro Cemetery. 

A. G. Bacsy. 





AMANDA WEIGEL, wife of W. Messimore, was 
born Dec. 2, 1838. Died Jan. 19, 1918. When eleven 
years of age, she united with the Lutheran church. In 
1868 she, with her husband, united with the Christian 
church, of which she was a faithful member. Her 
life was spent in the service of her Master. Her 
home was a home for the ministers, and the needy. 
She leaves to mourn one daughter, one grandson, 
three great-grandchildren, one brother, and one sister, 
and a host of relatives and friends. Funeral January 
21, conducted by J. H. Lightbourne. 


A. FLORENCE MESSIMORE. 


Sidney, Indiana. 
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OUR VISIT TO MONTESANO 


Since leaving our Brother and Sister 
Loucks and their dear people we have been 
kept so busy that we have had no opportu- 
nity to tell you of our visit there. 

n the closing days of last year and the 
opening weeks of the New Year there came 
to both Mr. Willard and myself many new 
experiences. While New England and the 
middle States were buried beneath huge 
drifts of snow, the roses were blooming in 
Montesano and the vegetables were still in 
the ground to be dug as needed. From Mrs. 
Loucks’ garden on January 22, roses were 
sent to our dear ones in the East. Rain falls 
there in abundance during the winter 
months, but snow is a rare sight. So much 
for the climate and vegetation, which to us 
seemed almost ideal. 

The people come next, but words fail us 
to describe them. I think a remark made 
to us by a Baptist clergyman in Seattle 
certainly fits them. We were speaking on 
our India life in his church and at the close 
of the service he asked us to what denomi- 
nation we belonged. We told him to the 
Christians, not the Disciples, and he re- 
plied: “Oh, yes, I know, you are the real 
Christians.” That fits our brothers and 
sisters in the Montesano church. They are 
as big in heart as their big western country 
and those hearts filled with zeal and love 
for the Master are winning lives to Him 
and making Montesano a better place to live 
in because our Montesano church is proving 
a “lighthouse by the side of the road,” 
pointing men and women to the true light. 

Would time and space permit, we would 
like to call each one by name and tell you 
of their work. 


Faithful in his many duties, giving encour- 
agement to the young Christian, and council 
and cheer to each traveler on the Christ- 
road, we find Bro. Loucks, living before his 
people the Christ-life which speaks loudest 
of all for Christ. During the three weeks 
we were there the attendance at the services 
ranged from 80 to 125, the great majority 
of whom were Christians. In the two years 
Mr. Loucks has been there, the church mem- 
bership has risen to fifty-three and the Sun- 
day-school to 100. One splendid fact we 
noticed was that you knew where to find 
this membership, they were nearly all at 
work in church and Sunday-school—there 
were no “slackers.” They give to the work 
their loyal support. The Sunday-school is 
a “front-line” school and Mrs. Loucks has 
done much to make it so. Her kindergarten 
and beginners’ department is an intensely 
interesting place. There she is sowing seed 
which shall mean a Christian church 
through long years to come. God bless her 
and the work we pray. 


The Senior and Junior Societies of Chris- 
tian Endeavor are busy indeed and in tele- 
graphic slang, “the line is busy” on the 
Women’s Foreign Missionary Society. We 
were privileged to speak at one of their 
meetings and their interest and enthusiasm 
cheered us who love mission work so dearly. 





MaRcH 21, 1918 


I wonder what church could get along 
without the Ladies’ Aid. Just as made 
Eve, a helpmeet for Adam, so I believe He 
made the Ladies’ Aid a helpmeet for the 
church. In our Montesano church the ladies 
are surely proving this to be true. We have 
something here in our new Locktown home 
which speaks to us often of their thought- 
fulness. 

At Wynooche Brother Loucks speaks ev- 
ery other Sunday in their comfortable brick 
school building. Several have been baptized 
and the interest seems to be increasing. 
We were so pleased with the work in Monte- 
sano and Wynooche that we felt our people 
should all know, through the columns of 
THE HERALD and rejoice in their success 
there. ; 

We wanted very much indeed to plant a 
Christian church in Seattle and had we been 
situated financially so we could have helped 
to do this, we should have gotten into cor- 
respondence with our Board at once. Seattle 
needs us, the people are eager to know of 
our creed, the Bible, and its Christ and we 
hope some day to see a church of the Chris- 
tian denomination pointing men and women 
Christward. Rev. Bessie H. WILLARD. 


THE CHRISTIAN ANNUAL 


META, Mo., Feb. 25, 1918. 
Dr. J. F. Burnett, 
Secretary A. C. C., 
Dayton, Ohio. 

DEAR BRO. BURNETT:—The Christian An- 
nual for 1918 to hand, and will say you and 
your assistants deserve great credit in get- 
ting up the work for The Annual and ar- 
ranging everything in detail, as you have, 
for such a valuable book, worth many times 
its cost. 

Every minister and church officer in par- 
ticular, and all members of the Christian 
Church in general, throughout our denomi- 
nation, surely would be greatly benefited 
by purchasing a copy of The Annual from 
The Christian Publishing Association, 
thereby helping out in expenses for pub- 
lishing The Christian Annual. 

It would enlighten us all on many im- 
portant subjects published in The Annual 
not found elsewhere. 

Your brother in Christ, 
G. P. Skaces, Sec’y, 
Osage (E.D.) Chris. Conf. 
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